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Ships and Navigation

15th century technology in new ship designs and in the science of navigation allowed the Europeans to master the seas.

Knowledge of prevailing winds and the use of new designs such as the Lateen sails helped the Europeans master the sea trade.

Eventually large Galleons were made that could carry large cargoes.  The larger the cargo the greater the profit.

New navigation tools such as the Compass and the Quadrant helped sea captains and pilots sail beyond the sight of land and still find home.

Life aboard one of these new merchant galleons was rough and often diseases such as scurvy would kill off much of the crew.

A captain had to have ruthless control over a crew that was ignorant, superstitious and sometimes mutinous.

Captains and crews often accepted the risks involved in sailing because they could make a considerable amount of money on just one trading trip.
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Directions: Read pages 247-251 in your text Pathways - Civilization Through Time and answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper.

1. Provide definitions for the following vocabulary words;

Navigation


Lateen sails


Scurvy

Compass 
Log line

Quadrant
2. Answer the following questions using COMPLETE SENTENCES;
a. In your own words describe how the Europeans became “masters of the seas”.  (2 mks for quality of response and inclusion of details) 

b. Describe how the lateen sails helped the early explorers sail against the prevailing winds. (2 mks for quality of response and inclusion of details)  

c. Sailors are often superstitious.  Describe how their superstitions could make sailing long voyages difficult (be sure to provide and example). (2 mks for quality of response and inclusion of examples)  

d. Life was difficult for those on board a 15th or 16th century galleon.  Describe some of the dangers that had to be overcome for a voyage to be successful. (2 mks for quality of response and inclusion of details)

3. Using the information provided on pages 248 and 249 of your text and images from the internet, create a document that outlines the development of the shipping technology.  Be sure to include a brief description of each development.

You will be marked out of 10 for your ability to find and create a document using the internet and a word processor.

Total: ____/ 24
