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· Children in the Industrial Revolution
Children in the Industrial Revolution?

Directions:  Read the following handout and answer the questions provided.

[image: image1.jpg]Key Concepts: The lives of children before the Industrial Revolution.

The lives of children during the Industrial Revolution: Where children worked and lived

Before the Industrial Revolution, most children came from poor families.
Most children did not go to school. They stayed at home and helped
their parents. Parents taught their children all the skills they needed to
survive. They were taught how to grow food, and how to make and use
simple tools. Children also learned how to make clothes, furniture, and
even how to build the home that they would live in. They were taught
only the skills they would need to survive.

Many people hoped the Industrial Revolution would give them a better
life than they had before; but for most people this was not to be,
especially for children. Instead of working on farms, children now
worked in a factory or a mine. Their small bodies were seen as perfect
for operating machines or for crawling into tiny spaces underground.
Children were forced to work long hours. Their families received only
enough money to provide food and shelter. When children were not
being forced to work, they lived in homes that had no water, lights, or
toilets. When children got sick, which they often did, there were no
doctors or medicines to treat them. There were no trained dentists and
no pain killers like we have today: so toothache was terrible. Bad teeth
were pulled out in a brutal, painful way.

The Industrial Revolution did not improve the lives of children. In many
cases, children were even worse off than before. It was many years
before unions demanded that the government make laws to stop rich
factory-owners from using children for labor. (There are some countries
even today where children are abused as workers. Their lives are very
similar to the lives of children who lived during the Industrial
Revolution.)
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[image: image2.jpg]2. Read each sentence and decide if the statement describes a child's life
BEFORE industrialization or AFTER industrialization.
Check  before and after if the statement describes both.

BEFORE AFTER

a. Worked in a factory.

b. Worked on a farm

c. Did not go to school

d. Taught by their parents

e. Crawled into tiny spaces
in mines.

f. Made just enough money
for families to buy food
and shelter.

g. Worked long hours






[image: image3.jpg].Read each sentence and indicate if the statement is TRUE or
FALSE.

. Before the Industrial Revolution, most children were taught by
their parents.
TRUE FALSE

. Children went to school to learn how to survive in life.
TRUE FALSE

. Children were seen as perfect for the small spaces of a mine.
TRUE FALSE

. Children went to work in factories after school.
TRUE FALSE

. The Industrial Revolution improved the lives of children.
TRUE FALSE

. Laws were eventually made to protect children from being used
as workers.
TRUE FALSE
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