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gov·ern·ment - [guhv-ern-muhPRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
nt] - noun
1. the political direction and control exercised over citizens of a particular state or country: Government is necessary to the existence of civilized society. 

2. The role of government is to create laws and provide services for the education, protection and the economic progress of its citizens.
The Three Levels of Government in Canada

1. The municipal government is made up of people from your neighbourhood, town or city. The municipal government is responsible for things like collecting garbage, running the community centres and removing snow. The head of a municipal government is the mayor. 

2. The provincial government is made up of people from different parts of the province. The provincial government is responsible for things like schools, health care and the police. The head of the provincial government is called the Premier. 

3. The federal government is made up of people from every province in Canada. The federal government is responsible for things like the army and dealing with other countries. The head of the federal government is called the Prime Minister.

What the Government Does

In order for a society to operate we need somebody to set rules and provide services to insure that its citizens are educated, protected and provided with the minimal services needed for survival such as health care and education. 

Essentially, the government is there to insure that our personal freedoms are protected and allows individuals to work within an organized society that will allow them to find employment or create their own work in order to provide for themselves and their family.  A government’s responsibility is to its citizens first and foremost.  Those countries that are fortunate enough to have responsible and rich enough governments also have a responsibility to help other citizens of the world organize themselves in a manner that will provide them with the services that we in Canada sometimes take for advantage.

In Canada, the three levels of government work together to put the overall wealth created by its citizens to good use.  It does this by providing health, education and infrastructure services such as power, roads and rules that promote the ability of the average person to make a living and contribute to the common good.

 Here are some terms that you need to know in order to understand how your government works;

	Term
	Definition

	Constituency
	The specific area that elects a local politician to represent them in government. 

	House of Commons
	The federal building where elected representatives (politicians) meet to create, debate and amend laws.

	Legislature
	The provincial building where elected representatives (politicians) meet to create, debate and amend laws

	Political Party
	A group of people who have similar ideas as to how the province or country should be governed.  These groups are divided between “Left” and “Right” politics

	“Left” Politics
	A philosophy that believes that the individual rights of people should be supported by the government.

	“Right” Politics
	A philosophy that believes that the individual rights or people are best serviced by the individual actions of people with limited involvement by the government.

	Party in Power
	The party with the most members elected to the House of Commons or the Provincial Legislature forms the government.

	Prime Minister
	The leader of the political party that is in power.  His or her job is to lead and set the direction that the government will take with regards to how the country is run.

	The Opposition
	The remaining political parties that make up the House of Commons or Legislature, but do not possess enough “seats” to be the party in power.

	Senate
	The second government body in the Federal government that is made up of appointed members (Senators) who act as a “check and balance” to the laws promoted by the House of Commons.

	Governor-General
	The G.G. acts on behalf of our Queen who is our head of state (the top dog).  She must finally approve all laws before they can actually become laws.  The G.G. and the Queen are the final “check and balance” in government. 

	Members of Parliament (MPs) / Member of Legislature (MLA)
	The individual people who are elected by a constituency to represent their interests on a provincial or federal level.  They usually, but not always, belong to a particular political party.


Some of the specific services that the Federal Government is responsible for include; Health, Security, Airports, Highways, Railways, Fisheries and Agriculture.

Some of the specific services that the  Provincial governments are responsible for  include education and use or their specific natural resources.

SS9a – Gov03

· The Gov’t of Canada – How it is Organized
The Government of Canada – How it is Organized

Directions:  Read the information provided on The Government of Canada – How it is Organized and answer the following questions.

1.  On a separate piece of paper, provide definitions for the following terms;


Government 
Head of State

“Right” Politics




“Left Politics” 

MP/MLAs


2. On a separate piece of paper, answer the following questions using COMPLETE 

   SENTENCES;
a. In your own words describe the role or responsibility of our government.  (2 mk for quality of answer and inclusion of details)

b. In your own words, describe the three different levels of government in Canada.  Provide and example of a specific responsibility for each.

c. Who is your local mayor, MLA, MP and who is the current Governor-General, and who is the current Prime Minister and what party does he belong to?  (2 mks for accuracy)

d. In your own words, describe why you think we need a King or Queen to look after us.  (2 mks for quality of response and inclusion of supporting arguments for or against)

3. Complete the Word Search found on the next page.  You will be marked out of 5 for successful completion.

Total:  ____ / 18
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