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· What is Local Gov’t?
What is Local Government?

[image: image1.jpg]‘When people live together in a community they usually choose some of
their members to make the laws and take care of the needs of the group. This
is called government. In a town or city the people elect a mayor and several
councillors to do this task. They work at the city or fown hall. They make laws
so that everyone will be safe and people can get along with one another.

The Local Government provides many services for the community. The
School Board takes care of the school buildings, the students and the staff.
They are elected by the people and are called Trustees.

The Local Government is divided into departments, with different duties
for each group. For instance, The Parks and Recreation department cares for
all parks, and plans the sports activities that take place in the parks and
recreation centres. The Fire Department is on call when someone is in trouble.
The Police Department sees that the laws are kept so we can be safe. The
Planning Departinent takes care of building permits so that houses, stores and
factories are in their proper places. Other departments see that our water is
clean, our garbage is collected, the roads are repaired and our libraries have a
good supply of books.

1u order to provide these services, the Local Government charges faxes.
When you get a licence for your dog you pay a tax. Your parents pay a tax on
their property and house. If they pay rent, the tax is included in the rent.
Taxes are the main source of income for Local Governments.

Cities and towns bave by-faws. These differ from one place to another.
Some by-laws forbid you to use your skateboard on sidewalks. Others state
that animals must be on a leash on public property. Most require dogs and
bicycles to be licenced. In some towns and cities you must clear your sidewalk
of snow by 10 a.m. or pay a fine. If a car is parked in the wrong place the
driver is fined. Fines are another source of income for governments.

Laws change from time to time because of the needs of the people.
Citizens can take part in making laws hy attending council meetings and
giving their opinions.
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1. Choose from the list below to complete the following sentences ( ½ mk each);

a. The group of elected people who make the rules for a community is called the 

_______________________. 

b. The government closest to you is located at your ____________________. 

c. The person in charge is called the ___________________.  

d. His elected helpers are called ___________________.

e. The rules they make are called ___________. 

f. Laws help us to get along with other ___________ .

g. Laws help to keep our cities __________________ places to live.
       ___ /3 ½

2. Choose from the list below to complete the following sentences ( ½ mk each);

a. One form of government in your city is the ____________    _____________ .

b. The members of the School Board are called ________________________ .

c. They are __________________ by the citizens.

d. Their duty is to care for the _____________________ , ________________

and school _______________.




     ___ /3 ½ 


3.   The name of your city’s mayor is ____________________________ .        ____/ 1

4. True or False ( ½ mk each);

a.  All dogs and cats need licences






T     F

b.  Everyone who owns land must pay property tax




T     F

c.  The city uses money form taxies to build movie private theatres.

T     F

d.  Sidewalks and roads are paid for by taxes.




T     F

e.  Laws never change.







T     F

f.  The hockey rink in your area was paid for by taxes.



T     F

g.  People who pay rent help the owner pay the property tax.


T     F

h.  The city is supposed to clear snow from sidewalks in front of your house.
T     F












___/4

5. Pretend that you are “Mayor for a Day”.  In the space provided below, write down a law that you would like to see passed by your councillors and explain why.  Be sure to explain how you plan to enforce it.   (3 mks for your law, your reason and your enforcement suggestion)

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________  ___/3
�
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