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The War of 1812

By the end of the 18th Century BNA was in a delicate situation.  With a total population of about ½ million, it was a prime target for the 8 million Yankees down south.

There wee lots of “War Hawks” in America.  They wanted war with Britain and wanted to fulfill their idea of “Manifest Destiny” or the American right to all of N.A.

Not all Americans were as excited as the “War Hawks”.  New England, in fact, stayed neutral and this apathy spread through the American militia.

The BNA British forces were smaller but had better organization and better leadership and they were able to push back the Yanks during the 1st year of the war.

In one case, the British were able to bribe the great American General of the American Revolution, Benedict Arnold to switch sides and fight for the British.

The British and the Yankees each won and lost many battles and each burned each other’s capitals, Upper Canada’s York (Toronto) and Washington D.C.

In the end, the British were able to send more troops to Canada (after the defeat of Napoleon) and the war ended at a draw.  No territories were captured, no boundaries were changed, but Canadians did develop a strong sense of nationhood.
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Directions: Read pages 320-323 in your text Crossroads by Michael Cranny

1. On a separate piece of paper, provide definitions for the following terms;

War Hawks

Rear-guard

2. On a separate piece of paper, answer the following questions using COMPLETE 

   SENTENCES;
a. In your own words describe how the relations between Britain and its former colonies in North America by the end of the 18th Century.  What were the British worried about?  (2mks for quality of response and inclusion of details)

b. Who specifically was pushing for a war with the colonies of British North America.  What American colony felt that war with the British North America colonies was not in their best interest. (2mks for quality of response and inclusion of details)

c. In your own words describe the role that the Native leader and warrior Tecusmseh played in the war of 1812. (2mks for quality of response and inclusion of details)

d. In your own words describe the outcome of the War of 1812?  What kind of effects did it have for Canada and Canadians? (2mks for quality of response and inclusion of details)

3. Using the internet search and find at least 10 images that relate to the War of 1812.  Using the computer, create a collage of those 10 images, print it out and attach it to this assignment.

You will be marked out of 5 for your ability to locate 10 images that relate to the War of 1812 and your ability to arrange those images into a collage.

Total: ___/ 15

