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- Napol5 – Dictators Research Essay

Dictators Research Essay

Human history is full of individuals who have ascended to political power and then used their position and influence to frighten and intimidate anyone who would voice opposition to them.  Napoleon controlled the French newspapers and used a secret police force to boost his own popularity and to stop any opposition to his policies.  Dictators are generally viewed as the ultimate of human evil and the actions of dictators like Hitler, Stalin and Idi Amin support this idea.

Your assignment is to research and then write a 5 paragraph essay on a dictator of your choice, taken from the list below.  You may make use of the internet and library for research purposes, but you MUST DOCUMENT ALL OF YOUR SOURCES.


World Dictators – Past and Present

Napoleon

Alberto Pinochet

Fidel Castro

Adolf Hitler

Ayatolla Kohmeini

Vladimir Lenin

Joseph Stalin
Pol Pot


Idi Amin



Alberto Mussolini
Saddam Hussain

Mu’ammar al-Qahdafi
You will be marked on the following criteria;



At the end of your essay you will include a bibliography that lists all of your resources used.  ANY ESSAY HANDED IN WITHOUT A BIBLIOGRAPHY WILL NOT BE MARKED AND YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZERO.    

You are to use the following format for recording your sources.

1.  For information that you have taken off the internet you must record the internet address, then title of the document as well as the author(s) (if possible).  


Example:  
You searched and found information relating to Joseph Stalin on the

 


internet.  Specifically you went to biography.com and found some 

good information that you read and either used directly as a quote or 

you used to further your own understanding of the dictator Stalin.  

You will have to make note of this research in your bibliography, 

recording it as follows;



http://www.biography.com/cgi-bin/biomain.cgi , Joseph Stalin,  no author


Remember that the internet has lots of information, however not all of it is based on fact.  It is up to you to figure out whether or not the information is credible or not.

2.  For information that you have taken out of a book you must use this format;


Authors name (last name first), Name of Book (underlined), Name of Publisher, Name of City Where it Was Published, Date in Which It Was Published, Page Numbers Where You Found Your Information.


Example:  
For  information taken out of your text book regarding Napoleon, you would 

record it as such in your bibliography;



Cranny, Michael, Crossroads – A Meeting of Nations, Prentice Hall Ginn Canada, 

Scarborough, Ont., 1998,  pgs.93-121

3.  For information taken out of a magazine you would use the same format as a book with the inclusion of the title of the article in quotations and the volume number of the particular issue used.


Example: 
For information used in a report about the Middle East Syrian leader 

Hafez Assad that was taken from a Time Magazine, your bibliographic reference would look like this;



Macleod, Scott, “Syria – The Peace Conflict”, Time Magazine, Oct. 18, 1999, Vol. 154, 

No. 16, pgs 24-25

When writing an essay it is important to READ and gather information first.  Once you have some knowledge of the topic you wish to write on in your head, then you can begin planning your essay.


The planning process includes;

1. Determining a thesis (the main idea you wish to present)


2. Deciding on three specific points you can use to support your thesis (ie: If your 

   thesis on a report of Hitler was that he was a terrible and evil man, you would use 

   three specific points such as how he came to power, what he did to other countries, 

   and the Holocaust).

3. Recording your sources for your bibliography.

Once you have all of the information you need, you have a “game plan” as to how you are going to write the essay and you have all of your research material recorded in a bibliography, then all you have to do is sit down and write!

Remember a good essay is an essay that has been researched and planned.  If you believe that you can simply sit down and write an essay without pre-planning then you are only setting yourself up for failure.

Here you have recorded the exact internet address





Here you have recorded the title of the article





Because there was no author you would at least make note of that.








							Student 		Teacher





1. Does your report have all five sections 		5 4 3 2 1		5 4 3 2 1


   (Introduction, Supporting Paragraphs, and 


   Conclusion)





2. Is your main idea clearly stated in the 		5 4 3 2 1		5 4 3 2 1


    supporting  paragraphs and is it supported?





3. Did you provide enough information			5 4 3 2 1		5 4 3 2 1


   for the reader to gain a reasonable


   insight of your dictator?





4. Are your ideas stated concisely?			5 4 3 2 1		5 4 3 2 1





5. Is your report free from obvious spelling,		5 4 3 2 1		5 4 3 2 1


   grammar, and sentence mistakes.





6.  Is your report word-processed (or written		5 4 3 2 1		5 4 3 2 1


    in blue or black ink neatly/dbl spaced) and


   does it demonstrate effort?





   Total Mark (out of a possible 30)			_____/30		____/30





5 - Outstanding, free from errors.


4 - Good job.  Few minor mistakes


3 - O.K.  Effort is evident


2 - Needs Work.  Many mistakes.


1 - Little effort is evident


0 - Unacceptable/Incomplete








