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The Reign of Terror

Many people joined political clubs during the revolution, and these clubs often spearheaded some of the revolutionary changes that were happening to how the French governed themselves.

Three of the most influential political clubs were the Girondists, Jacobins and the Sans Culottes.

The Girondists and the Jacobins were, for the most part, middle class political clubs that wanted sweeping changes in the French gov’t.

The San Culottes were made up of mostly poor people of Paris and larger cities.  They supported the radicals such as the Jacobins

After the execution of the King, moderates like the Girondists were persecuted in what came to be known as the Reign of Terror.

During the years of 1793-1794 over 37 000 people were executed at the hands of Robespierre and his fellow radicals the Jacobins.

Robespierre destroyed all opposition to the new French gov’t and made sweeping changes, but eventually people began to fear the power that Robespierre held and he to was guillotined.

France had bloodied itself with its monarchy, its aristrocrats, its moderates, its radicals and just about everybody else.  Without an established strong gov’t or leader, France was ripe for a young, ambitious military leader that would eventually declare himself “Emperor of France”
SS9 – Crossroads


- FrnchRv7 – The Reign of Terror
The Reign of Terror

Directions: Read pages 84-85 in your text Crossroads – A Meeting of Nations.

1. On a separate piece of paper, provide definitions for the following terms;

Speculator

Law of Suspects


Dictator (look in a dictionary)
2. On a separate piece of paper, answer the following questions using COMPLETE 

   SENTENCES;


a)  Why do you think the Law of Suspects can be seen as a law that would go against 

the Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen. (3 mks for quality of thought 

and comparison)


b)  What happened to people who tried to stand up to Robespierre and the revolutionary 

government. (provide an example for full marks)  (2 mks)


c)  Describe and provide at least two examples as to how the revolutionary government 

was beneficial to the people of France.  (2 mks)

3.  In the space provided opposite, create a political cartoon that would either criticize or “lampoon” Robespierre and his radical revolutionary government, and provide a short paragraph to describe the intent of your cartoon (explain what you are trying to say).

You will be marked out of 5 for your inclusion of details and accuracy of the time period and characters depicted, as well as 3 for effort and quality of work, for a total of 8 marks.
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