SS11a – Unit 4(9)

· The Role of the United Nations
The Role of the United Nations
Directions:  Read the following handout and answer the questions provided.
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The United Nations was exactly like the League of Nations.
(Circle)  TRUE FALSE i
The Unitéd Nations tries to keep peace in the world.
' (Circle) TRUE = FALSE
UNESCO is concerned mostly with refugees.
| (Circle)  TRUE FALSE

- How were people feeling after the end of World War 2?

What did the UN want to do when it was set up?

We have not seen the end of war since 1945. What two things have we seen?

Who supports the UN?

' What does UNESCO do?

Why is it important for people to have an education?

What does the WHO do?

‘In your opinion, why is the United Nations High Commission for

Refugees so important?
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The Goals of the United Nations

At the end of World War 2, people had
had enough of fighting and the results of war.
The horrors of World War 1 were still in the
memories of millions of people around the
world. There were memories of the results of
the First War: the world wide Depression.

According to many historians, the Treaty of |

Versailles that ended the First War, and the
hard times of the 1930s were the foundation
that would start World War 2.

By 1945, many nations and their
peoples were finished with war and just wan-

ted peace. On October 24, 1945, 51 nations |

signed the CHARTER of the United Nations in
San Francisco in the USA. The UN set up
several programs intended to . reduce, as
much as possible, all the factors leading to
outbreaks of war or conflicts. The UN started
with a number of useful tools or programs
that the League of Nations did not have.
Some of these programs focused on peace
keepers who would put themselves between
warring countries. Other programs would
also - work on economic and social
development, human rights, and the struggle
to end world poverty and hunger. It was soon
shown that programs such as these
contributed to people being happier in the
world. These programs often took away the
reasons for declaring war on someone else.
It is true that the world has not been without
war since 1945, But there has been much
LESS war and the wars have not spread
around the world. When people see the
benefits of peace, they are not so willing to
start wars.

The UN 'is supported with money
given to it by all countries. It needs this year-
ly since many of its programs are expensive.
Without this money, many millions of people
would suffer.

. a piece of paper outlining the respon5|bllltles, goals, and rules of an

Different Roles for the United Nations

The UN is made up of several different
organizations which all try to maintain world
peace and see that people are treated equally.
There are many organizations in the UN which
help people. Here are just a few:

The United Nations _Educational,
Scientific, _and __ Cultural __Organization
(UNESCO) sees one of its roles as the equal
education of all people in the world. When
people are uneducated, they are often not
able to participate in the running of the
country. Dictators who have the largest guns
can often take over the country. When people
are educated they have more choices and
control over their lives.

The World Health Organization (WHO)
helps countries with scientific co-operation in

all health concerns. The outbreak of SARS
(Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome) was
brought under control by the WHO. It told
countries how this disease could be con-
trolled. Without the help of the WHO, it might
have been much worse than it was. The WHO
also assists governments that ask for emer-
gency aid. It also gives care to people who
are in distress as well as helping with any
physical or psychological ilinesses. "

United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) is the office that looks
after the relocation of refugees around the
world. Many people cannot return to their
own country for.a number of reasons; so they
have to be relocated. It is through this
organization that Canada accepts up to 25
000 refugees from around the world every
year.

These are just three of countless
numbers of organizations that help people
through the United Nations.
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