SS11a – Unit 4(18)

· The Cold War Ends
The Cold War Ends
Directions:  Read the following handout and answer the questions provided.

[image: image1.jpg]Leonid Brezhnev took over the Soviet Union after Nikita Kruschev.
(Circle) TRUE FALSE

Germany wasv reunited after the Berlin Wall wés taken down.

| (Circle)  TRUE FALSE

The Soviet Union and the USA started a new arms race in the 1980s.
(Circle) TRUE - FALSE

What were two things that Brezhnev continued to do after he took power?

1. |

2.

Which American president came to power and started a new arms race?

What was Reagan's famous plan for outer space called?

What was it supposed to do?

What was the same problem for the Soviet Union and the USA about the new

arms race?

- Who took over the leadership of the Soviet Union after Brezhnev?

After he died, who took over

next? What two words
was this man famous for and what did they mean? '

1. |

2.

With the reforms of Gorbachev, what did the other countries of the Soviet

Union want to do?

What was the final signal that the Cold War as over?

What did this mean for Germany?
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« Stealth Fighter : afighter airplane that is very difficult to detect by radar.

< reforms
for-country itself.

The Cold War from 1970 to 1980

After the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962,
the Cold War continued but was not quite so
bad. Nikita Kruschev, the Soviet leader dur-
ing the Missile Crisis, was replaced by Leonid
Brezhnev in 1964. He was more cautious than
Kruschev about the Cold War, but he still kept
it up. He was responsible for the invasion of
Czechoslovakia in 1968 to prevent ideas of
freedom from spreading. He also made sure
that arms got to North Vietnam to fight the
Americans in the Vietnam War. He signed an
agreement to limit nuclear bombs 1972, but
he still went ahead and invaded Afghanistan
in 1979. In 1982, he died a very old man.

With
the election
of Ronald
Reagan, a
new time of
arms build-
up started. ;

He wanted ‘Amerlcansltsalmf—‘ighle

satellites in T

orbit around the world to shoot down Soviet
rockets coming to the USA. They would also
shoot down Soviet satellites. This was his
famous "Star Wars Plan". Although the plan
didn’t work properly, huge amounts of money
were spent on building it. The USA also spent
really huge amounts of money to increase the
size of its army, navy, and air force, and to
build such things as the STEALTH FIGHTER.
There was not enough money to do this, so
the USA went into debt by getting loans to
pay for arms. The Soviet Union did not want
to get left behind in this new arms race. So it
too spent money on new armaments. The
trouble was, it didn't have the money either
and the Soviets found it difficult to obtain
loans to pay for arms. The Soviets began to
run out of money. The people of the Soviet
Union and other communist countries were
getting very tired of communism. Things
were going to change and very quickly.

: changes that make things better for the people of a country and the

The End of the Communist Soviet
Union

After Brezhnev died in November,
1982, Yuri Andropov took over the leadership
of the Soviet Union. Like Brezhnev, he too
continued spending money the country could
not afford. He died in February, 1984.

The next Soviet leader was Mikhail
Gorbachev in March, 1985. He saw a need for
change in the Soviet Union. He wanted to
stop the arms race with the USA. He also
wanted to spend more money on things the
ordinary Soviet citizen would want to buy.
The Soviet Union had always been very hesi-
tant about making these things because it
wanted to make only military and scientific
things. Gorbachev’s two most famous words
were "glasnost" (an openness to new ways
of doing things and thinking) and
"perestroika" (reform in the ways of doing
things). But Gorbachev always seemed to be
moving too fast
in his RE-

FORMS for the
people and.
also for
business and
the military.

With
Gorbachev's
new ideas, the countries of the Balkans
(Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia) also began to
feel a need for reform. The only way reforms
would work would be to separate from the
Soviet Union and become independent
countries. Other Soviet countries like Poland,
Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary, East Germany,
and Czechoslovakia felt the same. Perhaps
the most important symbol of the end of the
cold war was the tearing down of the Berlin
Wall by the German people in November,
1989. Germany was reunited. This was the
end of the Cold War in Europe.
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