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· Europe Just After World War 2
Europe Just After World War 2
Directions:  Read the following handout and answer the questions provided.

[image: image1.jpg]Much of Europe was in ruins becaus.e of the bombings.

_ (Circle) TRUE FALSE
The Marshall Plan was started by the USA to help in rebuilding Europe.
(Circle) TRUE - FALSE

The Soviet Union was also interested in rebuilding Europe.

' (Circle)  TRUE FALSE

Europe was in ruins because

A displaced person is someone who

1. Governments took over

The Marshall Plan was supposed to

Two things that happened in Europe because of the Marshall Plan were :

2. Countries began to

Nationalization is when

Four countries in Eastern Europe were :

What was COMECON supposed to do?

In the end, who did COMECON help?

What had happened to Germany?

. separate parts?

In your opinion, why do you think that Germany was split up into four
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Directions:  Answer the following questions using your reading to help you.
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< migration : the movement of people from one place to another.

Much Of Europe Had Been Destroyed

By the end of World War 2 the continent of
Europe was in ruins. Many of its great cities such
as Berlin, Cologne, or Munich had been badly
bombed by the Allies and their air forces. Then
the armies marched through on their way to Berlin
destroying even more. Europe had a huge net-
work of railway lines. Many of these were de-
stroyed. Bridges for trains crossing rivers for
were also destroyed. Farms and coal mines were
no longer usable.

The number of dead has been estimated
to be up to 50 million. The people who did
survive, often had no homes to go to since they
had been bombed out. Then there were the great
MIGRATIONS. People had been running ahead of
the conquering armies to stay out of harm's way.
Other people were fleeing the new armies because
they felt they would be killed by the soldiers. All
of these people were known as displaced persons.
They had no permanent homes and often owned
only what they could carry in suitcases. Needless
to say, many of them wanted to leave Europe.

In order to help rebuild Europe, the USA
started its European Recovery Plan (also called
the Marshall Plan after George Marshall) which
gave money to European nations to rebuild their
industries and transportation systems. Many
European governments took over businesses like
airlines or railways. This ownership of large
companies by governments was called
nationalization. It was felt that governments were
the only ones who could spend such huge
amounts of money to renew such things as
railways, highways, electricity plants, and airlines.
This rebuilding of Europe also caused the coun-
tries themselves to begin to work closer together
and co-operate more. This would finally lead - in
40 years - to the European Union which is a union
of many countries in Europe as if they were one
country. Many of these countries now use a
common money called the Euro.

Eastern Europe

The Marshall Plan was put in place |}
for most of the countries of Western
Europe, Great Britain, France, ltaly, the
Netherlands, Denmark, etc. = But the
countries of Eastern Europe (the coun-
tries through which the Soviet. Union's
army moved) were not included. The So-
viet Union dominated countries such as
Poland, Romania, Bulgaria, Romania, East
Germany, Czechoslovakia, etc. The So-
viets made communism their form of go-
vernment. The Soviets started their own
Marshall Plan, called the Council for Mutu-
al Economic Assistance (COMECON). But
the purpose of this organization was
chiefly to rebuild the industries of the
Soviet Union, not those of each country.
For this reason, the countries of Western
Europe became richer and stronger than
the countries of Eas tern Europe.

What Became of Germany?

After the War, the Allies divided
Germany into four parts. Each part was
to be ruled by one of the four most power-
ful countries at the time: France, Great
Britain, the USA, and the Soviet Union. ,
the capital city - Berlin - was in the Soviet
part. But Berlin had one highway that led
to the other three parts. As relations
between the Soviets and the rest of Eur-
ope and the USA got worse and worse,
Germany became two countries : West
Germany (with its new capital city of
Bonn) soon became independent. East
Germany became a country, but was still
controlled by the Soviets. West Berlin
remained part of West Germany; East
Berlin was part of East Germany.
Germany became an important part of the
"Cold War”. (More about this later.)
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