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· A Conscription Crisis
A Conscription Crisis
Directions:  Read the following handout and answer the questions provided.
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All Canadians agreed that conscription was a good thing.
(Circle) TRUE FALSE

At one point, Canada was the second largest country fighting Germany.
(Circle) TRUE FALSE

French Canadians supported the British by sending soldiers gladly.
(Circle) TRUE FALSE

What is conscription?

Why did Prime Minister King support appeasement? _

The conscription laws were part of the

Why was King elected back to be prime minister of Canada in 19407

What were the two things that Canada promised to do for the war?
1. '

2.

When Prime Minister King said there would have to be conscription, which

country were the soldiers supposed to defend?

What were Canadians voting for or against on April 27, 1942?

What did they decide?

When were men finally conscripted to go overseas to fight?

How many were conscripted?

What is your opinion on conscription?
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· A Conscription Crisis
A Conscription Crisis
Directions:  Answer the following questions using your reading to help you.
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< conscription

: the forcing into the armed forces of young men (usually) who

would not normally want to join of their own free will.

& War Measures Act: a series of laws that were passed by the Canadian government
that allowed the government to do many special things like ordering

conscription during World War 2; it is still an act today.

How Canadians Felt About Conscription
Before and Early in the War
, Canadians still had very strong memories
of World War 1 and the problems of
CONSCRIPTION. Canadians did NOT want to
become involved in another European war. They

agreed with Prime Minister Mackenzie King's ||

allowing for appeasement of Hitler. But when

Hitler attacked Czechoslovakia, King knew that it

would be hard to not get involved in a war again.

As before, English Canada supported
Britain and its fight with Germany, but French
Canada did not. French Canadians especially
remembered how conscription was forced upon
them. King promised that Canada would declare
war on its own if Parliament wanted to. He said
that a law would be put in place preventing
fighting overseas. This was part of the WAR
MEASURES ACT. Premier Maurice Duplessis of
Quebec was holding an election in 1939 and he
told the voters that the Liberals would have
conscription. The Liberals said NO!! Duplessis
was defeated and all was quiet once more.

Then the Ontario premier told King that
Canada was not doing enough to support Britain
in the War. Prime Minister King called an election
for March 26 1940 saying that Canada would
support Britain as much as it could, but that there
would be no conscription for overseas fighting.
King was voted back into government.

At the beginning of the War, Canada
promised to build war materials and train pilots for
Britain and other Commonwealth countries. The
RCAF assisted in the Battle of Britain, and
Canadian corvettes helped protect the convoys of
ships going across the ocean.

In 1940, Canada decided to ask men to
volunteer to be soldiers to go overseas. Many
accepted the offer gladly. Enough men
volunteered so that once again the conscription
auestion could be put off until later.

Conscription is Finally Needed

With the fall of France in 1940,
Canada suddenly found itself to be the
second largest country at war with Ger-
many. Canada had to become serious
about fightmg this war if Germany was be |
defeated .

King decided that men would be
conscripted, but they would only be used
for the defence of Canada, not for fighting
overseas. After Japan attacked the USA,
more soldiers were conscripted ‘and put
on the Pacific coast of Canada for de-
fence there.

But more and more people wanted
men conscripted to fight overseas, espe-
cially when the Allies would have to in-
vade the continent of Europe. King once
again found the middle ground saying
that he would allow the people of Canada
to vote on the issue on April 27, 1942,
They gave him permission to allow.con-
scription, but the French Canadians were
still opposed. . King.said there would be
no conscription unless there was a seri-
ous emergency in which suddenly Europe
needed soldiers.

in the fall of 1944, the Minister of
Defence in Canada said that many more
soldiers were needed and that there was
now an emergency. There was much
arguing in Parliament, but Prime Minister
King finally allowed men to be conscrip-
ted. In all, about 16 000 men were con-
scripted and sent to Europe. About 2 500
died and did not return home. All the
people in Canada, including the French,
did not like conscription, but they did
agree that it had to happen in order to win
the war and defeat the Nazis.
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