SS11a – Unit 3(1)

· Treaty of Versailles
Treaty of Versailles
Directions:  Read the following handout and answer the questions provided.

[image: image1.jpg]The Treaty of Versailles was signed in 1925.
(Circle) TRUE FALSE

The German people felt that the Treaty of Versailles was fair to them.
(Circle) TRUE FALSE

The people of Germany were still unemployed while Hitler ruled the country.
(Circle) TRUE FALSE

The main goal of the Treaty of Versailles was :

Inflation is when.

Adolph Hitler was elected to be leader of Germany in

Two things Hitler did that made the German people happy were :
1.
2.

A dictator is someone who

What is a dictatorship?

After Hitler stopped sending money to Great Britain and France it was used

for

Three war machines that Hitler started to build were :

, and

b

In your opinion, why were the German people happier at this time before
World War 2 started than they had been in the 1920's?
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· Treaty of Versailles
Treaty of Versailles
Directions:  Answer the following questions using your reading to help you.
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% inflation

: when a certain amount of money does not buy what it used to; for

example, $1.00 buys a litre of milk this year, but next year it costs $1.25

< dictatorship

. the rule of a country by one person who is not always elected by

the people; dictators are often very cruel to everyone .

Germany and the Treaty of Versailles

The Treaty of Versailles was signed by
Germany, France, Great Britain, and the USA in
| 1919. Germany hated the Treaty. Germany had to
agree that it was completely at fault for starting
World War 1. The main goal of the Treaty was to
take as much money, land, and things away from
Germany so that it could not start another war.
Needless to say, the Germans were very unhappy
about this.

One of the most hated parts of the Treaty
| was that Germany had to pay huge amounts of
money mainly to France and Great Britain. This
greatly weakened the German economy. There
was huge INFLATION. When the stock market
crashed in 1929, it hurt Germany more than most
other countries. Germany and its people went
from being very well off before World War 1 to
most people being desperate for food until 1939.

The people
were starving and §
wanted the govern- |}
ment to do almost §
anything to bring }
back the good fee-
lings about them- §
selves - and ° their §
country. Adolph
Hitler promised to do
this.

Adolph Hitler was elected by the German
people in 1932. He immediately started to disobey
the rules of the Treaty of Versailles. The people
did not mind because it put them back to work.
But they were making things for war such as
airplanes, ships, and tanks. Hitler also stopped
the payments of money to France and Great
Britain, which made them angry. But they could do
nothing about it.

Hitler Changes Germany —

Soon after Hitler was elected
leader of Germany in 1932, he took away
most of the democratic rights of the
people. He created a dictatorship. He
would be the dictator and there would be
no more elections. When Hitler stopped
making payments to France and Great
Britain, there was more money in -the
country. This money was used to build
war machinery. Some people thought this
was bad, but most didn't mind since they
now had a better life-than they did during
the Depression. '

Most people did not think that
Hitler would start a war with France, Great:
Britain, or anyone else. They thought he
was just helping the German people to get
jobs and put food on their tables. This
would soon change.
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