SS11a – Unit 1(15)

· League of Nations
League of Nations
Directions:  Read the following handout and answer the questions provided.
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10.

11.

12.

Woodrow Wilson was the American President who wrote the 14 Points.

(Circle) TRUE FALSE

The League of Nations is still very important today.
(Circle) TRUE FALSE

The United Nations has replaced the League of Nations.
(Circle) TRUE FALSE

One of the 14 Points said that there would be

among countries and no tariffs or taxes.

Woodrow Wilson wrote his 14 Points because he thought they would bring

The of was supposed to be an

organization that would stop world wars.
Two of the three of the most important jobs the League of Nations was

supposed to do were

and

The word "unanimous" means:
a. everyone has to agree to something
b. everyone has a right to their own opinion
c. no-one is allowed to vote on things
The word "tariff' means
a. money that people owe to a bank
b. the name for a member of the United Nations
c. a tax on imported goods coming into a country

The country that did not join the League of Nations in the end was the

When World War 2 started, the three countries who started to invade other

countries were y

The United Nations was formed in
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Key Words:
< imported goods

: things like cars , TV's and other things that are

brought into one countryfrom another country.

 tariffs

e

Woodrow Wilson's 14 Points

The president of the United States,
Woodrow Wilson, gave a speech to the
American government on January 8, 1919. This
speech has come to be known as his "14
Points".

In the speech, he outlined 14 things
at should be done to bring about world peace
stop any more wars like World War 1. Some the
of the most important points he made were:

1. No secret peace treaties, and no more
=liances of the kind that started World War 1.

2. All countries will be allowed to sail their
ships anywhere in the world.

3. All TARIFFS on IMPORTED GOODS
zoming into a country would be removed; and
Tere would be free trade among all countries.

4. All countries would try to get rid of, and
ake any more, weapons of war.

5. An organization would be formed that
would include all countries of the world. This
organization would
m=ve the job of keeping

=0

world peace and |
oreventing  wars  like
World War 1 from
starting.

Woodrow Wilson’s idea
or 2 peace organization
happen when The
gue of Nations was
ed. However, many
of Wilsons other points
mewer came true, even
they were what
w=s needed for world peace.

-

: taxes on imported goods.
< unanimous vote: everyone votes for the same thing.

League of Nations
The League of Nations was formed on
January 25, 1919 as part of the Treaty of
Versailles. It lasted until 1945.

The League's main jobs were to
reduce the number of arms being produced,
to settle arguments between countries, and
to start giving people around the world better
living conditions. These ideas and jobs came
about because of all the senseless killing in
World War 1.

But the League of Nations failed in
what it tried to do for a number of reasons:

1. A UNANIMOUS VOTE was needed for
everything. This caused the League to not
make any decisions since it needed 100% of
all countries to agree.

2. The USA (the strongest country in the
world at the time) did not like the Treaty of
Versailles and did not join the League.

3. Germany was only member for a short
time.  After it left the League in 1932,
Germany felt that it did not have to obey the
rules of the League anymore.

5. Japan left the League in 1932, and Italy
left in 1937.

6. The League had no army and could not
call upon countries to supply soldiers.

7. Finally , the League could not prevent
the invasion of countries. For example, Italy
invaded Abyssinia (now Ethiopia) in 1936 and
nothing was done to stop it.

In the end, the League did not really
do any good. World War 2 started in 1939.
Most historians believe that World War 2
started because of the way Germany was so
badly treated by the Treaty of Versailles. The
League was unable to stop invasions by
Germany, Italy, and Japan. The United
Nations was formed in 1946 to replace the
League of Nations .
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