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The Northern Renaissance

The ideas and practices of the Renaissance quickly spread to the rest of western and northern Europe.

An important German contribution to the Renaissance was Johann Gutenberg’s printing press

The Gutenberg press allowed printers to make thousands of copies of books in the same time it used to take to make one.

This new technology spread the ideas and even the art of the Renaissance all over Europe.

The humanist idea of seeking the truth through reason lead to a scientific revolution, lead by those in Northern Europe, that has changed how we look at ourselves and the universe.

A Poland mathematician name Nicholas Copernicus proved that the old religious belief that the Earth was the centre of the universe was wrong and that in fact the Earth circle one of countless stars in the universe.

The Church was often at odds with these new scientists because often what they proved through scientific investigation went against what was being taught by the Church.

Scientists like Galileo were often summoned to a Church court and threatened with torture to say that their new scientific discoveries were wrong.
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Directions: Read pages 229-233 in your text Pathways - Civilization Through Time and answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper.

1. Provide definitions for the following vocabulary words;

Empirical Reasoning
Hypothesis

Theory

Ptolemaic System

Ether


Inquisition
2. Answer the following questions using COMPLETE SENTENCES;
a. Explain why Gutenberg’s printing press was such an important invention? Be sure to provide an example from the readings to support your answer. (2 marks for quality of response and inclusion of examples) 

b. What is the Scientific Method? Provide the six steps that are involved in the scientific method process. (2 marks for explanation and steps) 

c. Explain the differences between the Ptolemaic system of how the universe was believed to be ordered and Copernicus’s theory.  (2 marks for quality of responses) 

d. Who was responsible for making scientific observations of the movements of the planets that supported Copernicus’s theory and what happened to him? (2marks for quality of response and inclusion of details)

3. Using the internet to answer the following questions about Copernicus ( 1mk each) ;

1. Date of birth: ______________________________________________

2. Died: _____________________________________________________

3. Field of work: _______________________________________________

4. Most famous for: ____________________________________________

Total: ____/ 18







