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Royal Power and Democracy

Canada is a constitutional democracy which means that its citizens have the right to elect their leaders.  Medieval people did not have this luxury.

The Medieval or Feudal Monarch had almost unlimited power as long as he or she stayed within the feudal contract.

It was the powerful Barons that kept the King or Queen honest and “in check”.

Eleanor of Aquitaine was a powerful Queen who not only ruled France and England, but also participated in a crusade, gave birth to two future Kings of England and promoted the idea of equality of the sexes.

King John I of England was Eleanor’s son who took over after her other son King Richard the Lion Hearted died.

King John was not a popular king.  He squabbled with the Church, raised taxes, ignored the feudal code at times, imprisoned barons without trial and even hired foreign soldiers to fight his own people.

Because of King John’s behavior, the people of England revolted and created and forced the king to sign the Magna Carta.

The Magna Carta was a charter that forced the King to respect the rights of the English people and made it illegal for the King to raise taxes without the approval of a parliament.

The rights and ideas represented in the Magna Carta are still a part of the traditions and law of the Canadian government today.
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Directions: Read pages 65-67 in your text Pathways - Civilizations Through Time 

        and answer the following questions;
1. Provide Definitions for the following vocabulary words;



interdict
 Baron
Peter’s Pence


2. Answer the following questions using COMPLETE SENTENCES;


a.  By custom, what was the monarch allowed to do, and who kept the monarch 

     “in check” or accountable to the people (made sure that the monarch couldn’t 

     do whatever he or she wanted).  (2 mks for quality of answer)


b.  Who was Eleanor of Aquitaine and provide an example as to why she is seen 

     as a great person/ruler.  (2 mks for quality of answer and inclusion of details).


c.  What was so bad about King John I and what did the powerful people of England 

     force him to do?  (2 mks for quality of answer and inclusion of details)


d.  What is the Magna Carta and why do we even bother learning about it?  

     (2 mks for quality of thought and inclusion of details)
3.  For a total of 10 marks, in the space provide on the back, create your own Magna Carta that would be used to outline the rights of a student in a classroom.  Your charter must;
1.  Outline at least 5 different rights or rules that both the teacher and 

     the students must respect and obey.  

2.  Be decorated with coats of arms and wax seals (should be drawn, do not 

     use real wax please), to give your charter the appearance of formality 

     and importance.

You will be marked out of 5 for the quality and thought put into your rights or rules and out of 5 for quality and evidence of effort put into the design and decoration of your charter.

Total: ____/ 21

