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Bibliography/Reference Model (MLA Format)

Just as there are standard formats for business letters, there are standard formats for citing or referencing material that you have read or used in the process of researching and writing your own essay.   The most common format is the Modern Languages Association Format or MLA.

It is VERY important to reference your research material for a number of reasons; First, by providing a Bibliography, the reader (or teacher) can quickly tell if you have adequately researched your topic.  Secondly, what you used in your research affects your essay.  For example, if you are doing an essay on “Forestry Practices in B.C.” and all of your research was from Greenpeace publications, your essay may have a bias or a one-sided viewpoint of how foresters operate in B.C.  A quick glance at your Bibliography will allow the reader to quickly see where you are coming from by seeing what books or articles you have read. 

Another reason why proper documentation of your research material is important is that, if you can “back-up” the ideas and opinions you present in your essay with relevant research, it will add to the credibility of your paper or argument.

Here are some general guidelines regarding the MLA format 

for bibliographic referencing;

1. Do not number your sources, instead list them alphabetically, starting with the author’s last name first, first name second.

2. Single space everything and indent five space (or hit the “tab” key once) every line EXCEPT the first.  Leave the first line all the way to the left.

3. Always underline the title of books, newspapers, magazines, encyclopedias or programs, and if you are citing a particular article in a newspaper or magazine, put the name of that article in “quotations”.

Here are the formats, along with examples, for the different types of source materials you would use in researching a particular topic;

Books With One Author

Author’s last name, first name, Title of the Book, City of Publication, Publishing Company, 

Date of Publication. 

Example

Bridges, William, Zoo Careers, New York, Morrow Publishing Co., 1971

Books With More Than One Author

Targ, Harry R., and Marlene Brill, Honduras the Story of the Banana Tree, Chicago,


Children’s Press Ltd., 1995

Books With an Editor (no author)

Blum, Stella, ed., Everyday Fashions of the Thirties, Toronto, Longman Press Ltd., 1986

Encyclopedia With an Author of an Article

Parascenzo, Marino, “Golf”, World Book Encyclopedia, New York, World Book Press Ltd, 

1995

Encyclopedia Without An Author of an Article

“Hyperactivity”, Encyclopedia Britannica, Los Angles, Britannica Publishers Ltd., 1990

Magazine With an Author of an Article


Kaihla, Paul, “The People Smugglers.”, Maclean’s Magazine, 29 April 1996, 16-20

Magazine Without an Author of an Article

“Neighborhoods Reborn”, Consumer Reports Magazine, May 1996, 24-28

Newspapers

Feder, Barnaby J., “For Job Seekers, a Toll-Free Gift of Expert Advice”, New York Times, 

30 Dec. 1993, D3

Website (Internet)

Author’s last name, first name, “Title of Article or Web Page”, (Internet Address), 

Date (if available)

Example

Limb, Peter, “Relationships Between African Nationalist Movements is South Africa, (http://www.neal.ctstateu.edu/history/worldhistory/archives) May 1992

Video

Start with the title (underlined) and include the director, the distributor and the year.  You may also include other items which seem important such as the names of the writer, performers and producer.

Example

Moment of Light: The Dance of Evelyn Hart, Gordon Reeve (Director), National Film Board 

of Canada, 1992

CD-Roms

Author’s last name, first name, “Title of Article”, Title of CD-Rom,  Release Date or Version, 

City of Publication, Name of Publisher, Year of Publication

Example

Angier, Natalie, “Chemists Learn Why Vegetables Are Good For You”, New York Times on 

Disc, 13 Apr. 1993, C1, New York, UMI-Proquest Publishers, Oct 1993

Your turn…

Use the MLA format outlined for you above, and the fill in blanks below, as the guide for your essay’s bibliography.

REMEMBER!  You must find three sources to support the specifics in your essay!

Your Essay Topic: ________________________________________

Specifics relating to your topics: 
1.   _______________________

2. _______________________

3. _______________________

Bibliography

Magazine With an Author of an Article

Kaihla, Paul, “The People Smugglers.”, Maclean’s Magazine, 29 April 1996, 16-20

__________________ author (last name first), ___________________________________(title of article),

________________________ (title of magazine),  ___________ (date of magazine), _____ (pages of article)

__________________ author (last name first), ___________________________________(title of article),

________________________ (title of magazine),  ___________ (date of magazine), _____ (pages of article)

Website (Internet)
Limb, Peter, “Relationships Between African Nationalist Movements is South Africa, (http://www.neal.ctstateu.edu/history/worldhistory/archives) May 1992

__________________ author (last name first), “_______________________________” (title of web page), 

http://_______________________________________________________________(Internet Address), 

_____________________(date (if available))

__________________ author (last name first), “_______________________________” (title of web page), 

http://_______________________________________________________________(Internet Address), 

_____________________(date (if available))

Books With One Author

Bridges, William, Zoo Careers, New York, Morrow Publishing Co., 1971

____________________ author (last name first), ____________________________________(title of book), 

_______________________(city of publication),_______________________________ (publishing company), 

____________________(date of publication).

____________________ author (last name first), ____________________________________(title of book), 

_______________________(city of publication),_______________________________ (publishing company), 

____________________(date of publication).

Attach these last two pages to your final essay.  You will receive 5 marks for each correctly labeled bibliographic sources to a maximum of 15

Total Marks: ____/ 15
These are the pages where the article can be found











