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Sociology- Conformity and Obedience

Sociology;

Examines how we think about, influence and relate to one another.

People’s behaviors can sometimes be explained by their dispositions (internal causes like their personalities) or situations (external causes such as their environment)

Group situations have probably the most obvious effect on people.

Conformity;

Within a group setting, people tend to “follow the herd” which can result in behaviors that an individual would not normally act out (similar to peer pressure).

People often conform to the group.

Obedience:

Stanley Milgram knew that people often comply with social pressures, but he wanted to know how they would respond to outright commands.

Milgram discovered that an authority figure could effectively pressure individuals to behave in a manner that they would normal act. (ie: purposely shocking a person to an extreme)

Milgram realized that when you combine the fact that people tend to conform to a group, and that people tend to obey authority figures, that the combination can be extremely dangerous.

Milgram believed that conformity increases when;

We are made to feel incompetent or insecure

The group has at least three people.

The group is unanimous.

We admire the group’s status and attractiveness

Other’s in the group observe our behavior.

Conformity can be good when applied to things like cultural or social standards (ie: it’s not appropriate to swear in public or to beat someone’s dog because you don’t like it), or it can be bad when it is applied to things like peer pressure or mob mentality.
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Directions:  Listen to the radio documentary The Lucifer Effect about the now infamous 1971 Stanford Prison Experiment, where a psychologist at Stanford University named Phil Zimbardo gathered 20 perfectly healthy and mentally stable young volunteers and divided them randomly into prisoners and guards. Unexpectedly, the experiment had to be halted after the guards began to humiliate and torment the prisoners. 

On a separate piece of paper, using proper sentences and proper paragraph format, answer the following questions;

1. In your own words, describe your impression of the radio documentary The Lucifer Effect and offer your opinion as to why people behave the way we do.
You will be marked out of 5 for the quality of thought and details given in your paragraph.

2. Describe a situation where you have experienced or have witness a case of conformity gone bad.  Please do not use real names or dates.  Simply describe the situation and the negative result.  Be sure to offer a possible solution to the situation as you have described it.

You will be marked out of 5 for the quality of thought and details given in your paragraph.

3. In your own words, provide and example of how conforming to an authority is good and then provide an example of how conforming to an authority is bad.  Is there a general rule that you can follow to discern, or tell the difference between the two?

You will be marked out of 5 for your ability to provide two examples (one good, one bad) and your ability to come up with some sort of rule to help people tell the difference between good and bad conformity.
Total Marks: ____ / 15

