Math 10e – Unit 1 (Basic Skills)

· #11 – Finding a Percent

Lesson #11 – Finding a Percent
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Finding the percent involves a little more thought than just calculating a percent.  To calculate the percent, you simply take the decimal form of a percent and multiply by your number.
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In order to find the percent you have to set up an equation similar to the one above, and then isolate your unknown, in this case the “y”.  You can do that by canceling the multiplying 12 by adding a divided by 12 to both sides (whatever you do to one side you do to the other).


The same skill of canceling can be used to find what number another is the percent of.  In this case we want to find what number 4 is 30% of.



Your turn…

On a separate piece of paper answer the questions on the next page.  SHOW ALL OF YOUR WORK FOR FULL MARKS!!!
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The first step is to set up your equation.





The second step is to isolate or get your unknown (“y”) by itself.  In this example you have to get rid of a multiplying .30 and you do that by adding a divided by .30 to both sides and then cancel.








