Math 10e – Unit 1 (Basic Skills)

· #05 – Dividing Fractions 

Lesson #5 – Dividing Fractions

Dividing fractions is a simple as multiplying because that is essentially what you do.  In order to divide fractions simply take the reciprocal of one fraction and then multiply.  Confused?  Take a look..
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Why does “flipping” then “multiplying” work?  Look at this example.  If you want to divide 5 by ¼ then you would set up and equation that looks like this…
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We would then solve this equation like this

20 seems like a funny answer though.  If you are asking yourself how 5 can be divided by a number and the answer results in a number that is larger than what you started with then take a look as to why it works.

Think of a $5 bill being divided by ¼ 
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Now complete the following worksheet…

Solve.  SHOW ALL YOUR WORK FOR FULL MARKS!!!
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