Law 12 – All About Law (5th ed.)

· 4(1) Youth Justice – An Introduction
· Youth Justice – An Introduction
Directions:  In your text, All About Law (5th ed.), READ pgs 284-291 and then answer the following questions;

1. On a separate piece of paper, provide definitions for the following terms;

Young Offender

2. On a separate piece of paper, answer the following questions using COMPLETE SENTENCES;

a. What is the difference between the Young Offenders Act and the Youth Criminal Act?  What is the purpose of the Youth Criminal Act? (2 mks for quality of response and inclusion of details).

b. What options do police have regarding charging youths?  What do they consider? (2 mks for quality of response and inclusion of details)

c. What must a police officer do if they catch a youth committing a serious crime?  What steps must the police officer follow, upon arresting a youth? (2 mks for your explanation and inclusion of details)

3. Opinion:  Read the attached media release from the Australian Institute of Criminology, published on the Australian government website in 1998.  In a short paragraph, offer your opinion related to the information provided in the article.  Do you agree with what it has to say or recommends?  Do you disagree?  Provide an argument to back up your opinion.

(You will receive 5 mks for the quality and evidence of thought and effort put into your paragraph.

Total: ____ / 12

What causes Youth Crime?

Taken From http://www.aic.gov.au/media/980424.html

24 April 1998

The latest issue in the Australian Institute of Criminology's Trends and Issues series confirms what many have suspected: child abuse and neglect are often the precursors to youth involvement in crime. "A growing body of research evidence drawn from studies of individual families suggests that economic and social stress exert their effects on crime by disrupting the parenting process", said Australian Institute of Criminology Director, Dr Adam Graycar.

The authors of Poverty, Parenting, Peers and Crime-Prone Neighbourhoods, (Australian Institute of Criminology, Trends and Issues in Crime and Criminal Justice, No. 85), Dr Don Weatherburn, Director, and Ms Bronwyn Lind, Deputy Director, at the NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research, examined the relationship between economic stress, child neglect/abuse and juvenile participation in crime by analysing 261 postcode areas in the urban areas of Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong.

Their paper discusses the effects of poverty, child-rearing and delinquency as well as the role of neighbourhoods in youth crime. Their analysis concludes that:

· postcode areas with high levels of poverty tended to have significantly higher levels of parenting deficients such as child neglect; 

· there is a strong relationship between the level of child neglect/abuse in a postcode area and the level of juvenile participation in crime in that area; 

· economic and social stress exert most of their effects on crime, at least in urban areas, by increasing the risk of child neglect 

· juveniles rendered susceptible to involvement in crime by poor parenting are more likely to become involved in crime if they reside in "offender-prone" neighbourhoods than if they do not reside in such neighbourhoods. 

What are the implications of these findings for crime control? 

"The research reported here points to the importance of increasing family supports and parenting skills as a means of reducing juvenile involvement in crime", said Dr Graycar.

The evidence in this report suggests that three of the most important ways of reducing the supply of motivated offenders are to:

· reduce the level of economic stress; 

· prevent geographic concentration of poverty; and 

· introduce family and child support programs designed to prevent social and economic stress exerting disruptive effects on the parenting process. 































