Eng10 – Sentences06
· Double Negatives
Double Negatives

A double negative happens when you put two negative words together in the same sentence.
If the two negative words are talking about the same thing, they cancel each other out - so the message becomes positive. This is confusing and it is a major mistake if you are in a formal situation (for example, writing a letter or at a job interview).

For example;


I’m not going on no date.

This really means that you will go on the date.

Directions: Read the following sentences and circle the double negatives.  In the space provided re-write the sentence to form a correct negative sentence.  You will get one mark for correctly identifying both negative words and one mark for correcting the sentence, for a total of two marks.  The first one has been done for you.
1. 
2. She can’t make friends with nobody. 

She can’t make friends with anybody.
3. Chase doesn’t listen to no-one. 

4. They’ll never make no money if they go into business together. 

5. Mr. Trickey hasn’t met nobody who can spell his last name correctly.

6. That attitude won’t get you nowhere.

6. It isn’t no big deal that I’ve lost my job. 

7. Make sure you don’t get into no trouble. 

8. Mark shouldn’t have nothing to do with Billy.

Total: ____ /14







