Comm - Skills06 – What are Letter Patterns?

What are Letter Patterns?

Letter patterns are groups of letters that often appear together in lots of different English words.

e.g. tion or ing.


Letter patterns can often help you read words that you're unsure of or have never seen before.

If you recognize a letter pattern in a word and know the sound this makes you won't have to sound out every letter in the word to read it.

How can letter patterns help with spelling?

When you are spelling words it can be easier to remember letters as a group or pattern, rather than remembering each letter on its own. 

e.g. 'ough' is found in the words 'bough' or 'enough'.


You only need to learn to spell a letter pattern once to help you spell lots of different words which have the same pattern.

Letter patterns are especially useful in English because English words are not always spelt the way that they sound. This means we can't always rely on the sounds of letters to help us spell or read. 

e.g. tion sounds like shun. 
Here are some Letter Patterns to remember…

Prefix Letter Patterns - Some letter patterns make prefixes or word beginnings:
Prefix
Examples

Tri
Triangle, triplets

Mis
Mistake, mistreat

Un
Unhappy, unhelpful

Pre
Previous, preview

Dis
Disagree, dismiss

Trans
Transmit, transport

Over…

Suffix letter patterns - Other letter patterns make suffixes or word endings:

Suffix
Examples

Ing
walking , living

Al
Formal, normal

Ness
Happiness , sadness

Able
Lovable, miserable

Tion
Station, lotion

Ary
Stationary, military

Ship
Friendship, companionship

ible
Edible, incredible

Cian
Musician, electrician

sion
Passion, mission

Spelling Rules Patterns

Pattern
Example

ies 
Plurals: If there is a consonant before the 'y' change 'y' to 'i' and add 'es'.
babies 
ladies

ches 
Plurals: For words ending in 'x', 'sh', 'ch' or 's' add 'es'.
matches 
catches

ves 
Plurals: For words ending in 'f' or 'fe' change the 'f' or 'fe' to 'v' before adding 'es'.
thieves 
hooves

ging 
When adding an ending starting with a vowel (ing) to words ending in 'e', the 'e' is dropped.
raging 
staging

ieve 
'I' before 'e' except after 'c'.
believe 
achieve

Some letter patterns are related to different spelling rules in English:

Pattern
Example

ies 
Plurals: If there is a consonant before the 'y' change 'y' to 'i' and add 'es'.
babies 
ladies

ches 
Plurals: For words ending in 'x', 'sh', 'ch' or 's' add 'es'.
matches 
catches

ves 
Plurals: For words ending in 'f' or 'fe' change the 'f' or 'fe' to 'v' before adding 'es'.
thieves 
hooves

ging 
When adding an ending starting with a vowel (ing) to words ending in 'e', the 'e' is dropped.
raging 
staging

ieve 
'I' before 'e' except after 'c'.
believe 
achieve

Other Letter Patterns

Other letter patterns are groups of letters that you can't sound out or that have different sounds in different words such as 'mould' and 'could'.
Pattern
Example

Chr
Christmas
chronic

Ough
rough 
bough

Ound
wound 
pound

Ould
should 
would

Ight
sight 
might

Ought
sought 
nought

Now do the assignment on the next page.
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- Assignment Sheet

What are Letter Patterns?
Directions:  Choose the best response.

1. Which word is spelt correctly?

a. electrician

b. electrision

c. electrition

d. electrishun

2. Which word is spelt correctly?

a. caushian

b. caution

c. causion

d. caucian

3. Which word is spelt correctly?

a. division

b. divitiion

c. divishun

d. divishion

4. Which letter pattern can be added to ‘m’ and ‘ f ‘ to make a word?

a. ould

b. ound

c. ough

d. ieve

5. Which arrangement of the letters “ e, e, i, and v “ is a common letter pattern?

a. eeiv

b. ieve

c. eiev

d. evie

6. How can you rearrange the letters “ g, h, o, t and u “ to make a common letter pattern?

a. ought

b. ougth

c. uoght

d. uogth

7. How can you rearrange the letters “ g, h, o, and u “ to form a common letter patter?

a. uogh

b. uohg

c. ouhg

d. ough

8. Which of these sentences has no spelling mistakes?

a. “My optisian says I need glasses for watching television.”

b. “My optician says I need glasses for watching television.”

c. “My optician says I need glasses for watching televisian”

d. “My optitian says I need glasses for watching televition”

9. Which spelling pattern can be added to “ midn “ and “ s “ to make a word?

a. ight

b. ieve

c. ound

d. ough

10. Which of these sentences has no spelling mistakes?

a. “My Golden Retreiver likes to run ruond the garden.”

b. “My Golden Retriever likes to run round the garden.”

c. “My Golden Retriever likes to run ronud the garden.”

d. “My Golden Retrievier likes to run round the garden.”

Total: ____ / 10

