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A double negative happens when you put two negative words together in the same sentence (just like this worksheet title above).  If the two negative words are talking about the same thing, they cancel each other out - so the message becomes positive. This is confusing and it is a major mistake if you are in a formal situation (for example, writing a letter or at a job interview).

Negative Words
Negative Verbs

no, not, none
no-one, nothing, nowhere
neither, nobody, never
doesn't, isn't, wasn't 
wouldn't, couldn't, shouldn't 
won't, can't, don't 



If you combine any two of the above words in the same idea, your sentence will be positive (the opposite to what you intended).
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For example;


“I’m not going to pay no bills”



“She can’t make friends with nobody”

Here are two examples of sentences with only one negative;


“I am not going to pay any bills.”

Or…

“She can’t make friends with anybody.”

Remember, just like in Math, two negatives = a positive.  So be careful!

Now do the assignment on the next page.
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Assignment:  There are nine double negatives in this newspaper report.  Identify and circle the errors, then re-write the report so that it makes sense.  You will be marked out of 9 for finding all 9 errors and out of 10 for re-writing a correct version of the story, you will also receive 1 mark for your name and date, for a total of 20 marks.

Embryo Mix-Up Causes Last Minute Operations                   AP - London Times, November 2002


A London hospital is at the center of a furious row today after two women were implanted with the wrong embryos in IVF (In-vitro Fertilization) operations.

The women weren’t able to complete no pregnancies and had to have emergency operations to remove the embryos.

Senior staff at the hospital are furious that two men believed to be responsible for the error haven’t received no punishment, while the respected head of the clinic – who discovered the blunder – has been suspended.

The incident took place at St. Susan’s Hospital in Tooting, South London.

The women went home believing that they were in the first stages of pregnancy with the babies they had longed for and hadn’t had no luck conceiving naturally.  They didn’t have no idea that such a mistake could happen.  The women have been offered counseling by the hospital and an apology.

A senior research scientist, who used to work at St. Susan’s, said, “ It doesn’t’ make no sense that people who have made such a fundamental error are still in charge of the embryos and eggs of patients.  Nobody don’t know if they are being looked after properly.”

The research scientist went on to say, “Nothing hasn’t happened to no doctor or embryologist, but the head of the clinic now finds herself out in the cold.”

Tim Baumont, of the UK Infertility Support Network, said, “How can mistakes like this keep happening?  IF you can’t read no simple label and carry out the right checks, you shouldn’t be doing no job.”

The hospital said they had no comment to make until an internal enquiry had been completed.

Total Marks: ____ 20

This really means: I am going to pay some bills.





This really means:  She can make friends with somebody.
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