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· How to Put Sentences Together

How to Put Sentences Together

Constant use of short sentences can be a bit strange to read.  Sentences can be long or short, however on average, sentences usually contain 12 to 15 words.  You can join two short sentences together using special words called conjunctions.  For example, the sentence “I hate curry” is a simple sentence that can be combined with the other simple sentence “I like Thai food” by adding the conjunction word but.  – “I hate curry + but + I like Thai food.”

Commas are NOT conjunctions and they should never be used to join short sentences together.  There are seven words that are the most common conjunctions;

and, although, as because, but, if, or

Try to avoid using the same conjunction over and over again.  It is much better to “mix and match”.

Directions:  Choose the best conjunction from the list above to join together the following short sentences.  Use a separate piece of paper for your answers and try not to use each conjunction more than twice.

1. The rug was very expensive.  It had been woven by hand.

2. The concert went ahead.  The lead singer was sick.

3. He wanted to bake his own bread.  He had run out of flour.

4. She bought a new dress.  She bought new shoes to match.

5. They would have to arrive before 2pm. They might miss the first race.

6. Never touch your eyes after chopping chilies.  They will burn and hurt like hell.

7. Keep the mask and gloves on.  You don’t want the bees to sting you.

8. I completed my hair styling course.  Then I went on to manage a busy salon.

9. Jack Nicklaus is a great golfer.  Tiger Woods may be even better.

10. He had to visit the gym more often.  He wanted to improve his stamina.

Total Marks: ____ / 10

