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- J.R.R. Tolkien
Reading Comprehension #4

Directions:  Read the following biography and answer the questions.

J.R.R. Tolkien By Mary L. Bushong 
1 Imagine a hole in the side of a warm, sunny bank of earth. It's not just any hole, but a hole with a round door and a knob right in the middle. This is the home of a hobbit.

2 John Ronald Reuel Tolkien was born in Bloemfontein, South Africa on January 3, 1892. His parents were British immigrants who moved there hoping for a better life. When Ronald was three, his mother took him and his brother Hilary back to England to visit family. While they were away, his father died in South Africa, and they never went back.

3 Ronald's mother had very little money, but she did not let that stop her from getting the best possible education for her boys. She taught Ronald to read by the time he was four. Then she went on to teach him Latin and French. He found that he loved words. By the time he was seven years old, he was writing his own stories.

4 In 1900, he began attending King Edward's School in Birmingham, England, which combined both elementary and high school grades. When Ronald was ten, he began studying Greek. Then, tragedy struck again through the death of his mother in November 1904. At age twelve, Ronald and his younger brother were orphans. The two boys soon found themselves boarding with their aunt.

5 Ronald's love of words was encouraged at school. He loved to search out their meanings and histories. Later on, a former teacher remembered that and gave him a book about the Anglo-Saxon language, which he learned.

6 In December 1910, Ronald won a small scholarship to attend Oxford University. While he was there, he learned about the Welsh language and began to study it. A short time later, he discovered the Finnish language. He was amazed at the wealth of myths and legends the Finns had; the English had very few. He decided he wanted to change that some day.

7 In March 1916 he married Edith Bratt. In June that same year, he became involved in the fighting of World War I. By the time it was over, almost all of his friends from King Edward's School had died. Right after returning home, he began to write "The Book of Lost Tales" which would become "The Silmarillion."


Over…


8 Tolkien became a professor at Oxford, and soon made friends with another writer there by the name of C.S. Lewis. When Ronald first came up with his idea for hobbits, he began to tell the story to his children. That story became the tale about Bilbo Baggins and the dwarves, which was published in 1937 under the title, "The Hobbit."

9 People demanded more stories about hobbits. Ronald struggled to write a sequel. It took him twelve years to finish. It was four more years before the "Lord of the Rings" finally appeared in print. It has gone on to sell millions of copies.

10 In 1968 Ronald retired from teaching and tried to concentrate on finishing his last book. The death of his wife in November 1971, after 55 years of marriage, was difficult for him. He had trouble writing, because he missed her so much. He died on September 2, 1973 at the age of 81. Four years later, under the guidance of his son Christopher, "The Silmarillion" was finally published. Ronald Tolkien's dream of writing mythic stories for the English was finally fulfilled.
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J.R.R. Tolkien Answer Sheet

Directions:  Answer the following questions as they relate to the biography of J.R.R. Tolkien.

1. Why did Tolkien’s parents move to South Africa?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

2.  How Old ws Ronald when his mother died?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

3.  What year was The Hobbit published?

___________________________________________________________________

4. Why did Tolkien make up the story about Bilbo Baggins?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Over…

5. Why do you think it was such a struggle for him to write The Lord of the Rings?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

6. Tolkien began to write The Silmarillion in 1917 and it was finally published in 1977.  How many years was it in the process of being written and put together?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Total Marks: ____/ 6

