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- Dr. Seuss
Reading Comprehension #3

Directions:  Read the following biography and answer the questions.
Dr. Seuss By Sharon Fabian

1 Name the person who had a collection of silly hats and a collection of doctorate degrees from seven colleges. If you said Theodor Seuss Geisel, you are right.

2 Dr. Seuss, whose full name is really Theodor Seuss Geisel, was born March 2, 1904 in Massachusetts. After high school, he went on to two famous colleges, Dartmouth College and Oxford University, and was on his way to becoming a professor. However, at Dartmouth he was editor of their humor magazine. This was the beginning of his lifelong interest in humor. After college he worked in advertising, where he created funny characters for an insecticide called "Flit." He also worked for a humor magazine called Judge and drew cartoons for Life magazine.

3 During World War II, Theodor joined the army, and was given an unusual assignment for a soldier. He was sent to Hollywood to produce training films and documentaries about the war. One of his documentaries, Hitler Lives, won an Oscar. He tried out one of his funny titles on a training film, Private Snafu.

4 Mr. Geisel was married twice, but had no kids. It was at dinner parties with his second wife, Audrey, that he would wear his collection of zany hats.

5 When he began writing children's books, Mr. Geisel disguised his name by using his mother's maiden name "Seuss." He added the "Doctor" to give himself a pen name that sounded just right! Dr. Seuss' first book for children was called And to Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street, and he had to take it to 27 publishers before he found one who would print it. Thank goodness he didn't give up!

6 An inspiration for Dr. Seuss' children's books came from a Life magazine article. It said that kids were having a hard time learning to read because books that were written for kids at that time were so boring. Dr. Seuss thought that he could write interesting books by using rhymes and humor. An editor challenged him to write a book using only the 250 words that kids usually learned when they were beginning to read. Dr. Seuss met the challenge, and actually used only 220 different words when he wrote The Cat in the Hat.

7 Dr. Seuss went on to become the author of many books including Hop on Pop, Green Eggs and Ham, and How the Grinch Stole Christmas.


Over…


8 All of his books use wacky rhymes and comical illustrations, but some of them also have a serious message. In The Grinch, Christmas spirit wins out over greed. The Lorax is about the environment, with its message to save nature before it is too late. He even wrote a book that explains the terrible concept of war in a way that very young kids can understand, The Butter Battle Book.

9 Now a question -- do you know what the word "legacy" means? A legacy is something important that a person leaves for the people who come after him. Dr. Seuss' legacy includes 44 books, published in 15 languages, with 200 million copies sold. More than half of his books have been adapted for TV or video. Dr. Seuss has been awarded many prizes, including the Pulitzer Prize. We can see that his legacy is an important one each year when schools all over the United States celebrate his birthday in the Read Across America celebration.

10 Dr. Seuss spent his lifetime doing a job that he loved to do. His books are favorites of children and adults. Another part of his legacy is that, in his books, he encouraged his readers to make the most of their lives, too. In Oh, The Places You'll Go he tells us all:

You're off to great places!
Today is your day!
Your mountain is waiting
So . . . get on your way!
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Dr. Seuss Answer Sheet

Directions:  Answer the following questions as they relate to the biography of Dr. Seuss.

1. How many books did Dr. Seuss write?

a. 220

b. 44

c. 15

d. 200 million

2. Dr. Seuss once worked in;

a. the Navy

b. advertising

c. the circus

d. a factory

3. Dr. Seuss’ books are;

a. funny

b. serious

c. popular

d. all of the above

4. The Cat in the Hat is for;

a. middle schoolers

b. babies

c. third graders

d. beginning readers

5. Which book has a serious message about saving our planet?

a. Judge

b. Hop on Pop

c. The Lorax

d. How the Grinch Stole Christmas

6. The word “legacy” means;

a. the Pulitzer Prize

b. Books published in many languages

c. Something a person becomes famous for

d. Something passed down to others

7. This article could be called;

a. Dr. Seuss: His life and Legacy

b. Dr. Seuss’ Early Years

c. Dr. Seuss: His Career in Advertising

d. Dr. Seuss: Medical Pioneer

8. Dr.Seuss could best be described as;

a. Serious and dull

b. Thoughtful and funny

c. Funny but mean

d. Famous and conceited
Total Marks: ___/ 8
