Comm12 – Paragraphs05


- Expository Paragraphs
Expository Paragraphs

The function of the expository paragraph is to explain, or to acquaint your reader with a body of knowledge. By explaining a topic to the reader, you are demonstrating your own knowledge.   For an example, an expository paragraph would help explain why a four cylinder engine is a better all round engine than a six cylinder engine.  It would not necessarily describe the differences in detail as it would outline the reasons why it is better.  An expository paragraph will offer an argument. 

Remember, the proper topic/support/conclusion model is used for expository paragraphs as it is for all paragraphs.
Example of an expository paragraph entitled Four Cylinder Engines – All That You Need

Directions:  On a separate piece of paper, create your own expository paragraph, reporting on a topic of your choice.  Before you start your paragraph, write out in point form, an outline as to what it is you wish to write about.  Offer 2 or 3 reasonable points that would help explain your topic and write a rough draft of your paragraph first.  Remember, an expository paragraph is telling the reader something with authority. Be sure to include a topic sentence, support sentences, and a concluding sentence.

You will be marked out of 5 for your creation of a proper expository paragraph complete with a topic sentence/support and conclusion.  You will also receive another 5 marks for your rough outline and inclusion of appropriate details.

Total: ___ / 10




A four cylinder engine is much better than a six cylinder engine for many reasons.  The four cylinder engine is designed to work at both high and low revolutions, which allows for both fuel economy and for high torque power.  This is particularly useful for the majority of drivers who need a cheap, reliable engine to haul a small to average amount of cargo in and around city settings.  The four cylinder engine can also produce top speeds that most six cylinders cannot match.  The Porche 911 four cylinder engine is the fastest production car available to the consumer.  The four cylinder engine is the most popular engine size in the world and although it may not have the low end power of a six cylinder, it does offer the average driver with more than enough power for their driving needs.











