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Novel Study

Assignment Overview/Intro
Every teacher, professor, doctor, lawyer, engineer, scientist or successful businessperson will always say that READING is single most important skill a person can have.  The ability to read well is so important that organized societies around the world spend billions of dollars on literacy programs.  

The best way for a person to improve their reading ability and to develop a love of reading is to start with recreational pleasure reading.  Reading novels that interest you improve your vocabulary, your spelling, and your command of the language.  Most importantly, it “hooks” you like a bad drug and makes you want to read more.

In order to encourage you to read novels AND gain valuable course credits at the same time, you will be given the following Novel Study Assignment.  This Novel Study Assignment has been designed to provide the student with the greatest amount of flexibility in choosing different ways in which they can provide evidence that they have not only read their novel, but understand it as well.

Essentially, there are three things you must remember about this assignment;

1.   The novel you read will be one of your choice.

2.   The specific assignment will be on your choice.

3.  The possible grade you will receive will be your choice.  

The following assignments are broken into 4 separate categories, each with separate values attached to them.  Your total Novel Study score will be out of 50 and it is up to you to pick enough assignments, from your choice of categories, to equal a possible 50 marks.

For example:  Silver assignments are worth 10 marks each.  In order to 

receive any marks for your Novel Study you will have to complete 5 of 

these assignments.  A Diamond assignment is worth 30 marks.  You may 

then choose to do one Diamond assignment and two Silver assignments 

(30+10+10=50).  The combination is up to you, as long as you complete 

enough total marks to equal 50.

You will have to organize these assignments yourself and will be required to hand them in as a complete package accompanied with the appropriate cover sheet that will be provided to help you organize yourself.  

Assignment Descriptions;

Silver Assignments – Silver assignments are generally pretty easy.  They range from making a collage that would represent your novel to drawing a cartoon version of a particular scene.  Each one of these assignments is worth 10 marks.

Gold Assignments – Gold assignments are a little harder.  You may choose an assignment that asks to create an original song that could be used in the movie soundtrack of the novel, or you may be asked to write a formal letter from one character to another.  The Gold assignments are worth 15 marks each.

Platinum Assignments – Platinum assignments are more detailed and will ask more from the reader.  Assignments range from writing an additional chapter to your novel (min 3 pages) to finding an interview of the author, summarizing that interview and providing your own take on the author and his/her novel. Platinum assignments are worth 20 marks.

Diamond Assignments -  Diamond assignments are the most difficult and time-consuming projects.  Each Diamond assignment is worth 30 marks.

Note:  Completion of assignments does not guarantee full marks, each assignment will be graded on its quality, evidence of effort, and adherence to assignment criteria (doing what the assignment asks).

Note:  It is possible to earn more than a perfect score of 50 on your Novel Study.  For example if a student decides to do one Diamond assignment, one Silver, and one Platinum assignment, it is possible for them to achieve a perfect score of 55/50 or 110%.  Students, however, are not permitted to hand in 20 silver assignments in an attempt to score 200 marks out of 50 (400%).  The maximum possible perfect score would be to do two Diamond assignments and receive 60/50 (120%) for two perfect assignments.

Ready?

