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The Interview
More and more new television shows are being produced using the “talk-show” or “interview” format.   From Oprah, to Regis and Cathy, to Extra or ET, a host or an interviewer is meeting with Hollywood stars and celebrities, or even seemingly ordinary people doing extra-ordinary things.

The interview process is a skill that requires pre-planning and careful research.   Skilled interviewers do not simply walk up to a movie star and ask them how their day is going.  The interviewer will have done their homework and will ask relevant, open-ended questions about their latest movie project or brush with the law.  Open ended-ended questions allow the person to explain themselves in detail, it is not a question that requires a “yes” or “no” response.

Your assignment will be to create a series of relevant questions that could be used to interview specific students in your school.  These questions could be used in a school newspaper or even a video presentation.

Your assignment is to choose an individual in your school that you would like to interview.  You will use this assignment sheet to do some research about your subject first, then use that information to create a series of 10 relevant and useful questions that could be used in a newspaper article or television interview.

My potential interview will be with _____________________________.

He/she is a student at _______________________.   They would be interesting to

 interview because _________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Currently he/she is enrolled in _____________ and enjoy doing _______________

_______________________________________________________________ .  

The thing that really interests him/her is _______________________________ , 

because _________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ .

They were first introduced to this when ____________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Aside for this he/she also enjoys ______________________________  because _____

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ .

They think that school __________________________________________________

because _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

If it was up to him/her they would change ____________________________________

by doing _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ .

His/her future goals include _______________________________________________

And they plan to do this by ________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

however, they may have some trouble doing this unless they _______________________

___________________________________________________________________

Hopefully everything they want to do will turn out because _______________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________.

End of research.

Question Assignment

Now you must use this research and any additional information you learned during the research to create 5 good questions (including follow up questions) that could be used in a formal interview.   Avoid questions that only require a “yes” or “no” answers or an answer that can be answered with one or two words.  A good question will be open-ended, meaning that it will give the person a chance to offer their thoughts and opinions.

An example of an open-ended question would be;

“ Mr. Trickey, I understand that you are interested in the ancient sport of kings… bocce’. Where did you first learn about this game and what is it about it that you find so interesting?”
An example of a follow up question would be;


“How would you compare yourself to other players?”

A bad interview question would only require the person being interviewed to answer “Yes” or “No”

An example of a bad interview question would be;

“Mr. Trickey, I understand you like the game bocce’”
You will be marked out of 5 for the quality of your research and out of 10 for the quality of your open-ended, and follow-up questions.

Total: ____ / 15

