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We access the mass media for information.  More and more students are accessing internet websites for school research projects.  Unfortunately, just because information is printed doesn’t necessarily mean that it is true.  If that was the case then everybody would believe the tales of “Bat-Boy” and the 685 lbs woman that gave birth to a seven headed baby that we read at the grocery store checkout stand.  The Internet is a very useful tool and there is an incredible amount of information that can be categorized, itemized and searched through in a quick and easy manner.  However, just because it is on the web doesn’t mean that it is true.  Anyone can make a web page and chances are that you have already made one yourself, in your brief academic career in high school.  In order to better prepare yourself for critically analysing and determining whether an internet site is a reliable, accurate and up-to-date source of information you must keep a few important points in mind;

1. Is it clear who has written the information? Who is the author? Is it an organisation or an individual person. Is there a way to contact them? 

2. Are the aims of the website clear? What are the aims of the site? What is it for? Who is it for?

3. Does the website achieve its aims? Does the site do what it says it will?

4. Does the website achieve its aims? Does the site do what it says it will?

5. Ask yourself; “Is the website relevant to me and my subject manner?”  Can you list five things to find out from the site?

6. Can the information be checked? Is the author qualified to write the site? Has anyone else said the same things anywhere else? Is there any way of checking this out? If the information is new, is there any proof?

7. When was the website produced? Is it up to date? Can you check to see if the information is up to date and not just the site?

8. Is the information biased in any way? Has the site got a particular reason for wanting you to think in a particular way? Is it a balanced view or does it only give one opinion?

9. Does the website tell you about the choices open to you? Does the site give you advice? Does it tell you about other ideas?

Over…

Assignment:

Your assignment will to access a website of your choice (with teacher approval of course) that could be used to research an essay topic for a Socials or English class, and assess its quality.  Use the following checklists to help you.  You will be marked out of 20 for your ability to complete this worksheet and assess the quality of your website.

	1.  What is the topic you are researching on the web?
	

	2. Who is the author? Is it an organization or an individual?
	

	3. What is the aim of the website?  Who do you think it is for?


	

	4. Does the website give enough information about the topic?  If yes, list 3 things that you can learn from this website.  If no, then explain what is wrong with it.


	

	5. Is there anything on the website that can be used to verify that the information is accurate?  Explain in detail.


	




	6. Can you identify when the website was created or posted?  How do you know the information is up-to-date?


	

	7.   Can you identify a bias in the website?  Is the website trying to “sell” you on its ideas and opinions?  Explain in detail.


	

	8. Does the website offer links to other related sites?  Are any of these sites any good?  Explain in detail


	

	9. List the actual website address.


	

	10. Would you use this website as a possible starting point for a research project?  Why or why not?  Give your overall assesment of the website.


	


 Total Marks: ____/20

More…








