Comm – Short Stories

· Short Story Notes
Short Story Notes

Setting and Atmosphere

· Setting and atmosphere help make an impact in affecting your emotional response to a story

· It includes details about not only the place, but the time and mood.

· Setting can be the actual source of the conflict in a story (ie: battling a flood)

· The same characters, events and plot can take on a completely different atmosphere when it take place in a different setting (ie: Star Wars under water??)

Characterization 

Characterization is the methods used by the author to present the characters in a story.

a. Direct Presentation – The author tells something about the character

b. Indirect Presentation – The author shows the character in action.

c. Types of Characters;

-     Protagonist (the main character in a story, can be good or bad)

-     Antagonist (character or force against the protagonist)

· Flat Character – one or two traits are portrayed

· Stock Character – (stereotype) a flat character that appears so often his traits are well know.  (ie: brilliant detective, cruel stepmother, psycho villain)

· Round Character – complex and many-sided like people in real life.

· Static Character – same at the beginning of the story as they are at the end.

· Developing Character or Dynamic Character – by the end of the story an important basic change in the character or personality or outlook has occurred.

Note: Remember characters must be consistent in behavior, they must be motivated and they must be believable or plausible.

Conflict 

Conflict is a major element in developing the plot, creating excitement and giving meaning to sequence of actions in a story.

· May be physical, mental, emotional, moral or combination of all

· Sometimes there is no clear outcome/no winner/loser

· External Conflict (against other characters, animals, or the environment)

· Internal Conflict (occurs with the person’s mind

· Characters’ responses to the conflict give us insights into their values personality and philosophy of life.

Conflict can be summarized using these three headings;

1. Man vs. Man – This is an external struggle between two or more individuals (think Luke Skywalker vs. Darth Vader)

2. Man vs. Himself – This is an internal struggle concerning emotion and decision (think Eminem in 8 Mile where he has to struggle with his own personal fears of performing on stage)

3. Man vs. Nature – This is an external struggle between man and an element of nature (think George Clooney in The Perfect Storm).

There are several possible outcomes of conflicts;


Happy Ending – may be light and entertaining or thought provoking and revealing


Unhappy Ending – almost always disturbing (we don’t enjoy seeing a character 

    defeated)


Indeterminate Ending – no clear victory or defeat.  Makes us think about why the 

conflict was not resolved (setting up for a sequel??).


Surprise Ending – when the end of the story is different than what the reader was 

    expecting to happen.

Point of View

The point of view is usually determined by who is telling the story and how it is told.  Authors will use one of the following points of view when writing; 

1.     Omniscient- The story is told by the author in the 3rd person.  The author will often describe the thoughts and feelings of any or all of his characters. 

2. Limited Omniscient - The story is told by the author in the 3rd person, but only

by  ONE character.  The author tells the story through the mind of this character.

3. First Person – The story is told by the author in the 1st person (using “I”) and the author becomes the main character (protagonist).

4. Objective – Is sometimes called the Dramatic Point of View.  The author tells the story as if he was some sort of roving video camera, recording what is seen and heard.  The author will not comment, interpret or enter a character’s mind.  It is the opposite of omniscient.
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Read the following 4 short versions of the classic Ant and Grasshopper story written in the different points of view;



Theme and Mood

The theme is the central idea behind the story or the lesson to be learned.  It is usually some sort of reflection on life such as “good will always prevail over evil” or “the bonds of motherhood are strong”.

The Mood is the emotional atmosphere of the story and often helps the reader become more involved in the “feeling” of the story (ie: dark and gloomy, light hearted, serious, etc…).

Symbolism

Symbols are words and images that have multiple meaning, such as a re-occuring black box or black dot that symbolizes death in Shirley Jackson’s The Lottery.  Symbols help the author express his or her central theme or helps set the mood of the story.
Plot

The plot is the series of events that make up a story.  Often when you describe the last great movie you saw, you are outlining or describing the “plot” of the movie.  There are different elements to “Plot”, or different steps most stories go through.  Those elements are outlined in the diagram below.

 
Exposition is the background info.

Inciting Action occurs early in the story and sets the conflict

Rising Action describes the events that lead up to the climax.

Climax is the highest point in the story in terms of action or suspense.  It 

usually resolves the main conflict that is the focus of the overall plot.

Falling Action (Denouement) is the “unknotting” of the plot, which occurs 

as part of the falling action.   Not all stories have a denouement.

Resolution is the ending of the story.  Either happy, realistic, surprise, 

indeterminate, etc…

Note: Foreshadowing is a term used to describe hints regarding the climax or hints regarding events that are to come.  It is often used during the Rising Action and is often the sign of a quality story
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Omniscient





Weary in every limb, the ant tugged over the snow a piece of corn he had stored up last summer.  It would taste mighty good at dinner tonight.





A grasshopper, cold and hungry, looked on.  Finally he could bear it no longer.  “Please friend ant, may I have a bite of corn?”





“What were you doing all last summer?” asked the ant.  He looked the grasshopper up and down.  He knew its kind.





“I sang from dawn till dark,” replied the grasshopper, happily unaware of what was coming next.





“Well,” said the ant, hardly bothering to conceal his contempt, “since you sang all summer, you can dance all winter.”





Limited Omniscient





Weary in every limb, the ant tugged ore the snow a piece of corn he had stored up last summer.  It would taste mighty good at dinner tonight.  It was then that he noticed the grasshopper, looking cold and pinched.





“Please friend ant, may I have a bite of corn?” asked the grasshopper.





He looked the grasshopper up and down.  “What ere you doing all last summer?” asked the ant.  He looked the grasshopper up and down.  He knew its kind.





“I sang from dawn till dark,” replied the grasshopper.





“Well said the ant, hardly bothering to conceal his contempt, “since you sang all summer, you can dance all winter.”








First Person





Cold and hungry, I watched the ant tugging over the snow a piece of corn he had stored up last summer.  My feelers twitched, and I was conscious of a small tic in my left hind leg.  Finally I could bear it no longer.





“Please friend ant,” I asked, “may I have a bite of your corn?”





He looked me up and down. “What were you doing all last summer?” he asked, rather too smugly it seemed to me.





“I sang from dawn to dark,” I said innocently, remembering the happy times.





“Well,” he said, with a snobbish sneer, “since you sang all summer, you can dance all winter.”





Objective





The ant tugged over the snow a piece of corn he had stored up last summer, perspiring in spite of the cold.





A grasshopper, its feelers twitching and with a tic in its left hind leg, looked on for some time.  Finally he asked, “Please friend ant, may I have a bite of corn?”





The ant looked the grasshopper up and down.  “What were you doing all last summer?” he snapped.





“I sang from dawn till dark,” replied the grasshopper, not changing his tone.





“Well,” said the ant, and a faint smile crept onto his face, “since you sang all summer, you can dance all winter.”








