Comm 11 – Paragraphs01

- Parts of a Paragraph w/Handout &Overheads
Parts of a Paragraphs

Paragraphs make use of effective sentences.  They help organize and complete your thoughts.  When writing, everybody uses the format of:

1. The Topic Sentence

The topic sentence is a generalization as to what the rest of the paragraph is about.

For example:

“Today's car manufacturers have not only developed the fastest autos in history, but also the most comfortable and convenient.”
The paragraph is obviously going to be about the fast and comfortable cars of today.

2. The Body

The body of the paragraph is where the reader will find the details or particulars of this paragraph on fast and convenient cars.

“Soft, reclining, adjustable seats await the driver as he gets in. Even his feet get special attention, being cushioned on foamy floor carpets. Starting the vehicle presents no problems with an automatic transmission. A key is turned, a lever moved, and the car is off. No matter what the weather is like, the heater sends hot or cold air in to suit the occasion. The car radio supplies music and news for the driver's enjoyment. Sudden stops and sharp corners mean nothing as power brakes and steering can stop or turn the car on a dime.”

3. The Concluding Sentence

The concluding sentence is like the final wrapping on the present.  It’s job is to just make another generalization, sort of like the topic sentence, that restates the original generalization.

“Modern drivers never had it so good.”

The end result is the perfect paragraph…


Your assignment

You are to create your own paragraph about something that you already know lots about.  That could mean that you know lots about skateboarding, a particular music group/artist, 

or even your favorite type of animal.   

If you aren’t sure of the suitability of your topic then ask your teacher.

1. You will be graded according to the following criteria, for a total of 10 points.

2. You have a topic sentence

3. You have at least THREE particular, points, info, etc… in your body of the paragraph.

4. You have a concluding sentence.

5. Spelling/Neatness/Grammar (of course!)

6. Your name and date 
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