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· Fact or Opinion? – Notes

Fact or Opinion?
Factual Writing is practical writing.  It is used every day for plain, simple, direct communication.

You use factual writing when you fill out forms or write answers on a test.

You also use factual writing when you write letters that;





a. requests information





b. makes a complaint





c. offers invitations

You see factual writing in: 
1. newspapers





2. letters and memos





3. magazines

Expressing opinions is another form of communication we use every day. 

We all express opinions about movies, video games, food, friends, etc... “Don't go to that movie.  It was terrible”

You see opinion writing in newspapers in the form of editorials, critics, letters to the editor or sports writers.

Good opinion writing is supported by reasons... 

not just emotion.  
Comm 11 – Media05


- Fact or Opinion - Movie / Game Review Assignment
Fact or Opinion - Movie / Game Review Assignment
Directions:  
You are to play the role of the movie or video game reviewer from the local newspaper.  You have been given the assignment from your editor to review the latest, greatest new movie or video game.  You will write a two-paragraph review with the first paragraph talking about the factual information about the movie or video game, and the second paragraph expressing your opinion of the movie or video game (supported by reasons of course...).

You will be graded out of a total of 10 marks (5 marks for each paragraph)

based on the following criteria.


You are to hand in your completed review with this

assignment sheet and checklist.
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- Fact or Opinion? - Movie / Game Review Assignment Example

POKEMON, THE FIRST MOVIE / ** (G) A Review By Roger Ebert
November 10, 1999  

Here is the movie.  A scientist has found a way to genetically clone one of the Pokemons (Pokemen?) named Mew. His invention is named Mewtwo. Mewtwo then clones other Pokemons on his own. Sort of a revolt of the Poki. Each Pokemon has a different kind of power. The hero, Ash Ketcham (so-called because he wants to catch-'em-all and have a complete set of Pokemons) ventures with his friends to the villain's island, where battles take place between lots of different kinds of Pokemons (Pokemi?) and their clones.   After an hour of struggle that shakes the very firmament, the Pokemen collapse (they run down instead of dying). There are a lot of speeches about how we now see that fighting is wrong. There will be a sequel, in which no doubt there will be another hour of fighting before the same lesson is learned again. 

The animation is bright, colorful and vibrant. It's eye candy. The story seems very thin, especially compared with such other Japanese anime titles as ``My Neighbor Totoro.'' The story is idiotic. The individual Pokemon have personalities that make the Teenage Ninja Mutant Turtles look like Billy Crystal. Kids will no doubt love this movie, because they can see action involving figures they have collected.   I can't recommend the film or work up much enthusiasm for it because there is no level at which it enriches a young viewer, by encouraging thinking or observation. It's just a sound-and-light show, linked to the marketing push for Pokemon in general. But I may have completely bypassed the point and misinterpreted crucial Pokemon lore. This may disqualify me from ever becoming a Pokemon Trainer. I can live with that. 
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5 = Excellent.  Paragraph has no mistakes and offers either factual or opinion based information.


4 = Good.  Paragraph has few mistakes but still offers either factual or opinion based information.


3 =  Developing. Paragraph has the general idea as to the differences between factual and opinion writing.


2 =  Needs Work.  Paragraph is confusing, ideas are misplaced and the writer is unsure of the differences


        between factual and opinion writing.


1 = Unsatisfactory.  Paragraph has many mistakes and the writer is unable to distinguish between fact 


     or opinion


0 = Not even attempted.





This paragraph is all about the facts or details of the movie.  It is used to provide information in an unbiased manner.  The reader gets the “gist” of what the movie is about and is then lead into another paragraph that offers the critics opinion.





This paragraph offers the critic’s opinions of the movie.  The author remembers to offer reasons for his opinions.  In this way, the author is “backing-up” what he has to say.  This is VERY important.  You must be able to “back-up” your opinions otherwise you are just being argumentative.








