Comm 11  – Fact and Opinion
Fact and Opinion
The difference between Fact and Opinion is that fact is the actual occurrences of a particular event, and an opinion is a person’s interpretation of those events.  For example a dog may get run over by a car.  A person’s opinion may be that a dog got run over by the vehicle because “…it always chased cars.”  Another person could come up with another opinion as to why the dog was run over such as “Somebody probably threw a ball into the street”, but a reliable opinion on what actually happened is often based on either evidence or logical assumptions.  The best opinions are those based on facts.

Remember… good opinion writing is supported by reasons 

and specific details, not just emotion.
Movie reviews are often good examples of how you can combine both fact and fiction.  Most movie reviews are two paragraph compositions.  The first paragraph is a factual account of the movie, telling the reader what the story is about, how the characters interact and the action that follows.   The second paragraph is a personal opinion of what they liked about the movie.  For example the movie review may discuss what they liked about the ending of the movie or they might comment on the acting of the movie.

For Example:  POKEMON, THE FIRST MOVIE / ** (G) A Review By Roger Ebert November 10, 1999  
Here is the movie.  A scientist has found a way to genetically clone one of the Pokemons (Pokemen?) named Mew. His invention is named Mewtwo. Mewtwo then clones other Pokemons on his own. Sort of a revolt of the Poki. Each Pokemon has a different kind of power. The hero, Ash Ketcham (so-called because he wants to catch-'em-all and have a complete set of Pokemons) ventures with his friends to the villain's island, where battles take place between lots of different kinds of Pokemons (Pokemi?) and their clones.   After an hour of struggle that shakes the very firmament, the Pokemen collapse (they run down instead of dying). There are a lot of speeches about how we now see that fighting is wrong. There will be a sequel, in which no doubt there will be another hour of fighting before the same lesson is learned again. 

The animation is bright, colorful and vibrant. It's eye candy. The story seems very thin, especially compared with such other Japanese anime titles as ``My Neighbor Totoro.'' The story is idiotic. The individual Pokemon have personalities that make the Teenage Ninja Mutant Turtles look like Billy Crystal. Kids will no doubt love this movie, because they can see action involving figures they have collected.   I can't recommend the film or work up much enthusiasm for it because there is no level at which it enriches a young viewer, by encouraging thinking or observation. It's just a sound-and-light show, linked to the marketing push for Pokemon in general. But I may have completely bypassed the point and misinterpreted crucial Pokemon lore. This may disqualify me from ever becoming a Pokemon Trainer. I can live with that. 

Assignment

You are to watch the movie that your teacher has provided about ancient Greece and you are to create your own two paragraph review.  The first paragraph will describe the “facts” or outline the basic “story” behind the movie.  The second Paragraph will describe what your opinion of the movie is.  Remember that each criticism or praise that you provide about the movie has to be “backed up” with an explanation or example

You will be marked out of 10 for your ability to accurately describe your movie and for you ability to describe what you liked or disliked about the movie.
The second paragraph offers the critic’s opinions of the movie.  The author remembers to offer reasons for his opinions.  In this way, the author is “backing-up” what he has to say.  This is VERY important.  You must be able to “back-up” your opinions otherwise you are just being argumentative.





The first  paragraph is all about the facts or details of the movie.  It is used to provide information in an unbiased manner.  The reader gets the “gist” of what the movie is about and is then lead into another paragraph that offers the critics opinion.








