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Newspaper Headlines/Articles

Even in the age of the internet and television, newspapers continue to be the most widely used form of news communication in the world.  Understanding how a newspaper article is constructed gives you the ability to critically analysis the story in a quick and efficient manner.

Basically, a newspaper article is made up of 3 parts;

1. Headline
- The headline outlines the main idea (the What or Who of the story).  For example, the headline “Recession Makes Roads Safer” obviously means that the article will be discussing how the current economic conditions have resulted in less highway fatalities.

2.  First Paragraph
- The first or “lead” paragraph of a news story summarizes the most important facts of the story.  You will almost always learn about the Who and What in the story, and sometimes even the When, Where, Why and How.


For example;


3.  Body
- The rest of the article gives more details about the Who, What Where, When, Why and How (5W-H) of the story.  It will usually give more information about the most important facts first, and then discusses less important facts.

For Example;

Here is an easy way of remembering how newspaper reporters organize and write their stories.  The following diagram shows you the way the 5W-H words are organized in the story, from the most important to least important facts.
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Assignment

Directions; Read the following articles, identify the who, what, where, when, why and how (5W-H) of each article, then provide a possible headline.  

You will receive 1 mark for each 5W-H answer as well as a mark for a plausible headline that would match the article.  

Each article response will be a total of 7 marks for a total assignment 

mark of 21 (3x7).

Article # 1 – Possible Headline: ______________________________

Who ?   _____________

What?  _____________

Where? _____________

Why?    _____________

When?  _____________

How?    _____________

Sub-Total: ____/ 7

Article # 2 – Possible Headline: ______________________________

Who ?   _____________

What?  _____________

Where? _____________

Why?    _____________

When?  _____________

How?    _____________

Sub-Total: ____/ 7

Article # 3 – Possible Headline: ______________________________

Who ?   _____________

What?  _____________

Where? _____________

Why?    _____________

When?  _____________

How?    _____________

Sub-Total: ____/ 7

Total Mark: ____/21

By Gillian Shaw


Sun Victoria Bureau


VICTORIA- The superintendent of motor vehicles sees some good news in the recession for B.C. motorists – it’s making B.C. roads safer.





According to Bob Whitlock, the province’s accident statistics are plunging as fast as the economy.


“When the recession hit us, traffic fatalities and injuries started a downward trend,” Whitlock said Thursday in an interview.


“The recession is causing people to drive less, to drink less, they don’t go out in the evenings as much… the economic problems in the province are affecting the use of vehicles.”





Whitlock credited the province’s promised crackdown on chronic bad drivers for perhaps having a deterrent effect and pointed out that the link between the recession and the drop in accident statistics is a personal theory.


But he has numbers to back him up.


Traffic fatalities started to drop last November, down 21 per cent from the year before, while injuries dropped 15 per cent.  Since then, injuries and fatalities have been decreasing, but it wasn’t until April that property damage started to crop.





When that figure starts going down, Whitlock said, it means “fender-bender” accidents that involve average drivers, not “hard core” bad drivers, are decreasing.
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Province News Services





   A soccer player is in serious but stable condition in Vancouver General Hospital after he was run over on a soccer field at 49th and Killarney Saturday afternoon.





   A Vancouver police spokesperson said a discussion among members of a team became “heated” after a soccer game.  One team member left, go into his car and drove on to the soccer field into a group of players.





   One player was hit, suffering a severe gash on his leg and internal injuries, police said.  The driver then wen to Burnaby RCMP where he gave himself up.  The spokesman said charges were pending.





		By TED TOWNSEND





   More than 400 angry residents jammed a Greater Vancouver regional district public information meeting in Port Moody Thursday to condemn a proposal by B.C. Hydro to build a liquefied natural gas (LNG) storage plant in nearby Ioco.





   B.C. Hydro officials ignored jeers and catcalls and waded calmly through dozens of pointed questions from residents and local officials as they presented their case for building the 70,000 cubic metre plant.





   The meeting was kicked off with a presentation by three B.C. Hydro officials, who spent an hour discussing their reasons for building the plant at the Sasamat site in Ioco and what risks are involved.





   Using a dual screen slide presentation, the Hydro officials told the crowd that they want to build the storage tank to store LNG for use during winter months when usage peaks beyond the normal capacity of Hydro’s system.





   Hydro vice-president Keith Kidd told the audience that the risks involved were minimal and that the probabilities of an accident were so low as to be insignificant.


 


   Throughout the meeting Kidd insisted that, “if the factual evidence showed that there was a risk to nearby citizens involved in the building the plant, we wouldn’t be building the plant.”





   For the most part, Hydro’s comments were jeered or laughed at by the capacity crowd.  The audience roared its approval each time one of the many local municipal politicians and spokesmen for residents groups dished out criticism of the plan.





   MLA Stu Leggat (NDP – Coquitlam-Moody) asked why the plant had to go in Ioco.





   “People don’t want to establish their homes next to an LNG plant,” Leggatt said.  “That alone should mean it’s an inappropriate site.”





POMPANO BEACH. Fla (AP)





   Told by a man that the child she was carrying was a demon, a 16 year-old girl abandoned her baby in a trash bin after it was born with a boneless sixth finger on one hand, police said.





   “She said she didn’t know if was a baby, it didn’t look like a baby,” said police officer Diana Ramsey.





   The boy, was put in a plastic bag and placed in a trash bin less than an hour after it was born.  It was discovered by a neighbor who heard it crying  Tuesday morning as she took out her trash.





   Hospital officials said the infant, named Kevin Seth Doe by nurses, suffered no ill effects.





   Ramsey said she was told that the teenaged mother, identified by police as Darlene Davis, had talked to a man in North Carolina.





   The mother’s niece said the man, know as “The Bishop” and who purveys blessings and cures, told Davis “her baby was a demon.”  Ramsey said.





   “She could have been brainwashed and actually believed it wasn’t a baby.” Ramsey said.  “She didn’t even know if it was a boy or girl.”





   Ramsey said Davis, who was not charged, said she was not married and that the baby’s father was is the army.








